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Marissa Stapleton knew her 
6-year-old daughter, Sienna, was 

anxious about the wellness check-
up required for kindergarten. Doc-

tors make her nervous. So, the solu-
tion was simple. Have her older brother, 
Boomer, tag along. He could ease some 
of that anxiety, help her get through the 
experience.

Boomer’s love of hockey stems from 
his father, Tim, the National Hockey 

League’s fi rst Filipino player. 
Photo by Andrew Tallackson Continued on Page 2

Heart 
of 

Gold
by Andrew Tallackson
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“As a mom, I shut down,” Marissa admits, paus-
ing as she recalls that day, her voice rippling with 
emotion. “I almost didn’t want to read it anymore. 
I’m in the store, it’s Black Friday, and I just said to 
everyone, ‘I have to go’.”

Marissa immediately went home and showed the 
results to her husband, Tim. The days, weeks and 
months that followed would put her and her family 
to the test. An exhaustive ordeal of exploring every 
possible option for her son.

Trying times, though, have a way of bringing out 
the best in people. Reservoirs of strength and cour-
age emerge. Strangers open their hearts through 
acts of kindness. For Marissa and her family, Boom-
er’s journey, terrifying as it might be, would reaf-
fi rm their faith in each other and in those whose 
paths crossed with theirs.

T
o look at Boomer 
today, you’d never 
guess this is a child 

who, just a few months 
earlier, underwent life-
changing surgery. His ear-
to-ear smile melts your 
heart. His energy level is 
immeasurable. He isn’t 
shy about removing his 
shirt to reveal the 6- to 
7-inch surgery scar across 
his chest. Now a fourth-
grader at New Buffalo 
Elementary School, he’s 
more interested in talking 
about favorite subjects at 
school — math and read-
ing — and his love of hock-
ey born out of the career 
forged by his father — the 
National Hockey League’s 
fi rst Filipino player.

Was the past year 
frightening for Boomer? 
He shrugs his shoulders 
when asked.

“I wouldn’t say yes and 
I wouldn’t say no,” he re-
plies. “Maybe I was so-so 
scared.”

If you’d told Marissa something was wrong Boom-
er, she wouldn’t have believed it. He was a normal 
8-year-old who loved school and hockey. There were 
no warning signs of any heart condition.

At Sienna’s offi ce visit, the pediatrician, for one 
reason or another, decided to take Boomer’s blood 
pressure. It was 155/100. Children frequently be-
come anxious in a doctor’s offi ce, but Boomer’s 
numbers were elevated beyond what is acceptable 
for a child his age. The blood-pressure test was re-
peated, the results the same. Marissa was confused. 
Her son is not a nervous child. The doctor advised 
the family to go to Dairy Queen, relax, enjoy some 
ice cream, then come back. They did as told. Later, 
back at the doctor’s offi ce, Boomer’s numbers were 
still elevated. The pedia-
trician’s advice: Go home, 
monitor his numbers for 
a week, then return for a 
follow-up visit.

That was in September 
2023. The ensuing months 
were a blur of medical 
tests and meetings with 
specialists. Nothing in-
dicating anything of con-
cern.

Then came Black Fri-
day in November. Ma-
rissa, a Long Beach resi-
dent and Realtor with 
The Line Mullins Group, 
was at Line Mullins 
Group Interior, a high-
end boutique she owns in 
Michigan City’s Uptown 
Arts District. A notifi ca-
tion arrived on her phone 
through MyChart, the free 
app where patients access 
their health information. 
The latest test involving 
Boomer’s heart was avail-
able. The fi ndings used 
words like “abnormal” and 
“severe.”

Heart of Gold Continued from Page 1

Boomer’s parents, Marissa and Tim Stapleton, were a constant 
source of strength for him. Photo provided

mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
mailto:drew@thebeacher.com
http://www.thebeacher.com/
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The offi cial diagnosis for Boomer was a coarcta-
tion of the aorta with severe dilation and narrow-
ing. A mouthful, to be sure. In layman’s terms, it is 
a narrowing of the aorta. It typically is present at 
birth, but symptoms don’t arrive until later, usually 
adulthood. High blood pressure is the warning sign. 
In infants, severe cases can lead to heart failure. 
Treatments can range from surgery to a catheter-
based process to repair the narrowing.

Boomer says 
up until that 
day last year 
when the pedia-
trician took his 
blood pressure, 
he felt fi ne, save 
for one reoccur-
ring problem.

“I would ran-
domly wake up 
in the morning, 
and my foot fell 
asleep,” he said. 
“I wondered if 
maybe I stay 
up too late or I 
wake up too ear-
ly. When I would 
wake up, I had 
to shake my 
foot. It was like 
when you sit 
down and two 
hours later, your 
foot is tingling, 
but this was like 
cold tingling.”

For Marissa, after the initial MyChart bomb-
shell, the immediate course of action was to see how 
her husband might help, how his connections might 
come into play. Retired from the NHL for six years, 
he’d amassed an impressive career. Between 2008 
and 2012, he played with the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Atlanta Thrashers and Winnipeg Jets. Later, his 
ventured abroad.

Today, he is the co-host of the “Raw Knuckles 
Podcast” with former NHL player Chris “Knuckles” 
Nilan. As fortune would have it, the producer’s own 
connections led them to Neil Cambronero, a thorac-
ic surgeon at Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston. 
U.S. News & World Report’s 2021-2022 Best Chil-
dren’s Hospitals rankings named it the best place in 
the country for heart surgery and pediatric cardiol-
ogy and heart surgery for the fi fth year in a row.

Cambronero, who is Filipino, looked Stapleton up 
before calling the family, learning how he became 
the NHL’s fi rst Filipino player.

Cambronero would become the family’s guiding 

Boomer repeatedly surprised everyone by how 
quickly he bounced back from the surgery. 

Photo provided.

Continued on Page 4
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force through the entire process.
“This man calls us, he has no idea who we are. 

We’re not cardiologists, just having read MyChart 
only,” Marissa said. “He called out of the kindness 
of his heart. We had this automatic connection with 
this man.”

Cambronero was the one who arrived at the of-
fi cial diagnosis of coarctation of the aorta. He also 
uncovered that Boomer’s body was compensating 
elsewhere for his heart troubles.

“He (Cambronero) said, ‘Your son is an anomaly.’ 
this is typically found in utero when the child is 
born,” Marissa recalled.

Cambronero fi rst put the family at ease, saying 
Boomer was in no immediate danger, but that the 
family should explore all surgery options, which 
ranged not only from entering through the chest, 
but also through the side and groin.

to normal.

“That just lost me,” Marissa said, “freezing my 
child and stopping his blood fl ow.”

The family then explored heading to Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Marissa, however, realized the fam-
ily needed its entire support system with them. And, 
they needed to make sure Sienna was handling ev-
erything as well as she could.

They chose Lurie.

Two days before the surgery, Marissa could tell her 
son was nervous from the enormity of everything.

“I said to my husband, ‘I don’t care what it takes, 
what you have to do to get this, but you’re getting 
three of Boomer’s favorite hockey players to send 
videos,’” Marissa recalled.

And that’s precisely what Tim did. Patrick Kane 
of the Detroit Red Wings, Connor Bedard of the 
Chicago Blackhawks and Marc-André Fleury of the 
Minnesota Wild each sent heartfelt videos wishing 
him the best of luck.

Heart of Gold Continued from Page 3

The three hockey players who reached out to Boomer were (from left) Patrick Kane, Marc-André Fleury and Connor Bedard.

That’s how the family eventually landed on sur-
geons through Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s 
Hospital of Chicago. In the meantime, though, the 
family realized the best option for Boomer was for 
life to proceed as planned. They organized a birth-
day party for him, complete with 15 kids and a 
game truck with video games, consoles and other 
equipment. Was it coincidence or fate, then, that 
two mothers at the party had children who experi-
enced similar heart issues as Boomer? All Marissa 
can say is, these women became sources of strength 
for the family. 

And they defi nitely needed the support. The ini-
tial report from Lurie, Marissa says, was not to en-
ter through the side, but to perform surgery where, 
the explanation of it alone, terrifi ed her. It included 
dropping his body temperature down to freezing, 
stopping blood fl ow, except to the brain, putting his 
heart and lungs on a bypass machine, performing 
the surgery, then bringing his temperature back up 

Boomer’s reaction? He makes the “mind blown” ges-
ture with his hands. The support boosted his spirits.

“It helped me be calm because I was like, I can’t 
believe I had to do this,” he said. 

The surgery was performed May 5, with recovery 
at the hospital projected to last seven to 10 days. 
There were rough patches in the days to follow, but 
by Day 2 of recovery, he was up and walking. His 
pain levels then dropped daily. Pretty soon, he was 
walking the entire length of his hospital fl oor. By 
Day 5, the hospital released him.

Once home, the prognosis was six to eight weeks 
recovery time. By Week Four, he was cleared to 
swim. To be cautious, of course, but to try and re-
turn to normal.

“I couldn’t ice skate, which was very sad,” Boomer 
said. “I couldn’t, like, play sports. I could walk, but I 
couldn’t run because, if I fell, it would be bad.”

Marissa admits to being in awe of her son’s re-
covery.
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Boomer received a steady stream of get well cards 
over the course of his recovery. 

Photo by Andrew Tallackson

“It’s so crazy,” she said. “This stuff happens in your 
life, and all of a sudden, everything stops and noth-
ing else matters. All that matters is your son’s life.

“Now, today,” she continues, “he’s amazing. He’s 
the bravest kid I’ve ever met.”

T
hese days, life is pretty much back to normal 
for the family. Or, as Marissa says with a re-
lieved laugh, “1000 percent back to normal.”

Boomer is back in school, playing hockey, swim-
ming, proudly showing his scar. That he feels well is 
all that matters to her and Tim.

“Honestly,” she says, “I can tell a difference in 
him. He looks better. He is more energetic. They say 
kids are resilient, but it’s so true.”

With each day another step in the healing pro-
cess, life for Boomer is what it should be. A blessing. 
And should another child his age have to go through 
what he experienced, now he can be a source of 
strength for them.

“I would just say to them, ‘It’s going to be fi ne. 
I know you can do it,’” he said, a smile spreading 
across his face.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Proceeds from the inaugural 
“Hallelujah Gala!” will offset ex-
penses for Michigan City Messiah’s 
60th annual performances in De-
cember of Handel’s “Messiah.”

The benefi t is at 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 21, at Michigan City Senior 
Center, 2 on the Lake. Planned are 
a cash bar, silent and live auctions, 
a raffl e and meals by Scartozzi’s 
Trattoria. Tickets are $50 for indi-
viduals or $300 for a table of six. 

“In the past, we’ve relied solely 
on grants and donations to keep us 
going,” music director Philip Bau-
man said in a press release. “Now, 
we are adding a dedicated fund-
raising element to the mix.” 

A committee featuring Nic Or-
bovich (chair), Lucia Bim-Merle, 
Belinda Potoma, Sunny Gardner-
Orbovich and Lee Bauman spear-
headed the event. 

Entertainment is by tenor soloist Matthew Daniel, 
Orbovich on violin, cellist Pat White, pianist Pat Lee 
and the Hallelujah Gala Chorus, which participates 
in the annual Michigan City Messiah. Tickets are 

available at www.mcmessiah.org
The two free performances of “Messiah” are 

Dec. 14-15 at St. Mary the Immaculate Conception 
Church in Michigan City. 

Inaugural Hallelujah Gala to Benefi t Michigan City Messiah

Members of the Hallelujah Gala Chorus.

http://www.mcmessiah.org
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Rich Snyder returns to direct “The Boys Next Door” for the second time Sept. 20-22 and 27-29 at LaPorte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St. The cast 
includes Little Theatre’s seasoned actors and some new faces. The setting is a communal New England residence where four men with disabilities live 
under the supervision of an earnest, but increasingly “burned out” young social worker. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. 

Tickets are $19 for adults, $18 for seniors 55+ and $15 for students with ID and younger. Make reservations at www.laportelittletheatreclub.com

The Boys Next Door

TASTE THE AMERICAN SPIRIT
TOURS & TASTINGS - THREE OAKS, MI & VALPARAISO, IN
Explore our factories and production floors to learn about the process behind our organic 

grain-to-glass spirits and the history of Journeyman. Tours end with an in-depth review 

and tasting of 10+ spirits. Tours offered weekly at both locations. JOURNEYMAN.COM/TOURS

http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
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22112244 AAVVOONNDDAALLEE DDRRIIVVEE •• LLOONNGG BBEEAACCHH,, IINNDDIIAANNAA
Nestled in the vibrant Long Beach community, this inviting home offers the ideal blend of comfort, style, and location. Just a short 
walk to the stunning shores of Lake Michigan, and you'll enjoy easy access to some of the most beautiful beaches in the area.
The heart of the home is the impressive entertaining kitchen, featuring a large island wonderful for hosting gatherings or enjoying 
casual family meals. Step outside to your private outdoor oasis, where a beautifully designed patio awaits. Complete with a cozy
firepit and multiple seating areas, this space is great for relaxing evenings under the stars or lively outdoor gatherings. Whether 
you're looking for a full-time residence or a weekend retreat, this Long Beach gem offers an unparalleled lifestyle with its 
proximity to the majestic Lake Michigan beaches. Don’t miss your chance to own a piece of paradise.

Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2024 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are 
trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC 
and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

BBEEDDRROOOOMMSS || 22..55 BBAATTHHSS || $$773399,,990000

KRISTIN SHOUB
630.362.4188
kristin.shoub@cbrealty.com
LineMullinsGroup.com
10 N Whittaker Street
New Buffalo, MI 49117

http://www.thebeacher.com
mailto:kristin.shoub@cbrealty.com
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QUALIFIED    EXPERIENCED 
REASONABLE

ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEY

• Practicing attorney for 40+ years

• Concentrating in estate planning

• Licensed in Indiana, Michigan and Illinois

• LaPorte County resident for 45 years

Michael V. Riley

Harbour Trust Building

1024 N Karwick

Michigan City, IN 46360

Phone: 219-879-4925

Website: mvrileylaw.com

Home sweet home starts here

Beyond

Deborah Rose
Mortgage Advisor
219-983-2651

NMLS# 445907

Ellen Firme Gallery

“Illuminations: Glass Artists of Chesterton Art 
Center” runs through Nov. 4 at Ellen Firme Gallery, 
92 W. U.S. 12, Beverly Shores.

Participating art-
ists, who work in tra-
ditional stained glass, 
fused glass, mosaics 
and lamps, include: 
Susan Anderson, 
Francie Bean, Ma-
chelle Bissonnette, 
Linda Bohney, Lynn 
Bremer, Bunny Calla-
han, David Chlebek, 
Billie Childress, Ran-
dy Greiger, Amanda 
Grove, Lisa Herr, 
Marlene Hrabota, 
Jane Kilander, Sue 
Kozak, Susan Krat-
zenberg, Rachel Law-
renz, Carol Lawrenz, 
Melanie Pergiel, Co-
lin Roberts, Cheryl 
Stanley, Rose Terrazas and Linda Vivirito. 

CAC offers glass-related classes, the most popu-
lar being stained glass, open-studio stained glass 
and fused glass taught by Judy Gregurich, Mark 
Montgomery, Amanda Burton and Mindy Milan, 
who also are featured in the exhibit.

Visit www.chestertonart.org or call (219) 926-
4711 for more details.

Work displayed in last year’s Chesterton 
Art Center adult student glass exhibit at 

The Ellen Firme Gallery.

Sunfl ower Fair

The 25th annual Sunfl ower Fair is from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 21, in the Michigan Avenue 
area of downtown LaPorte.

The event features more than 100 craft and non-
profi t vendors offering artisan wares, food, enter-
tainment and kids activities. Also planned is the La-
Porte Farmers Market, kid’s fun zone, a rib cook-off, 
artists gallery walk and sunfl ower growing contest.  

The City of LaPorte and a volunteer committee 
presents the event.

http://www.chestertonart.org
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NEW FROM CIRCLES IN THE WIND AMISH FURNITURE
OUR SUPER AFFORDABLE BEDROOM SERIES
Chain Store Prices - ONLY AMISH QUALITY

ALL HAND BUILT IN INDIANA
www.circlesinthewind.com

SOLID HARDWOODS • DELIVERY AS FAST AS 2 WEEKS 
CALL OR VISIT US FOR DETAILS

206 D S. Calumet Rd • Chesterton IN
219 464 9572  www.circlesinthewind.com

4 PCS MINIMUM PURCHASE AT THESE PRICES • TAX AND DELIVERY ARE EXTRA

$4,450
4-Piece Set
FINISHED QUEEN BED

It's time to lead the life you were meant to live!
219-878-0322                 www.jeanneanncannon.com
                                 jeanneanncannon@comcast.net

United for the United Way

The Michigan City police and fi re departments 
and Michigan City Area Schools again will be “Unit-
ed for the United Way,” holding their traditional car 
wash fundraiser Thursday, Sept. 19.

Representatives from the three entities will be at 
the MCAS Plant Planning parking lot across from 
Ames Field from 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

A “waterless wash” option is available for those 
who prefer to donate, but do not want to have a 
vehicle washed. In addition, all donations made 
Sept. 19 at https://www.unitedwaylpc.org/ will be 
credited to the effort.

A minimum $5 donation is suggested. However, 
an “elite” wash service goes to businesses or indi-
viduals who donate $100 or more. Donors at this 
level receive a special certifi cate and “thank you” 
gift from United Way of LaPorte County. They also 
will be invited to a photo opp with MCPD Police 
Chief Marty Corley, MCFD Fire Chief Barrett Tay-
lor, MCAS Superintendent Dr. Wendel McCollum or 
United Way Executive Director Kris Pate.

This year, Mayor Angie Nelson-Deuitch will wash 
cars for $100 during the 3:30-5:30 p.m. shift.

WEFM Radio will broadcast live, and free hot 
dogs will be offered between 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Since 2011, the event has raised more than 
$58,000 for United Way. Additional partners include 
Sodexo, Captain Ed’s Furniture Showroom, WEFM 
Radio and WIMS Radio.

Michigan City fi refi ghters participate in the 2023 car wash.

http://www.circlesinthewind.com
http://www.circlesinthewind.com
https://www.unitedwaylpc.org/
http://www.jeanneanncannon.com
mailto:jeanneanncannon@comcast.net
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WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

(219) 878-8200

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS 
IN MICHIGAN CITY

David Villafuerte Martinez, MD

PULMONARY & CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE

WELCOME OUR NEW PHYSICIAN

• Critical Care Procedures

• Obstructive Lung Diseases (COPD, Asthma)

• Pulmonary Nodules/Lung Cancer

• Respiratory Failure

FRANCISCAN MEDICAL PAVILION
3500 Franciscan Way  |  4th Floor  |  Michigan City

SCHEDULE TODAY  IN-PERSON OR VIRTUAL VISITS AVAILABLE

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Welcome to  
Good News Vintage

Located in the  
of Michigan City

Offering Handpicked, sustainable vintage goods & a collection 
of unique houseplants, thoughtfully curated by owner/

operator Amy Bowman. Reuse…Shop Local!

Say You Saw This Ad in The Beacher and Get a  
FREE Good News Vintage Sticker!

613 Franklin St.
Summer Hours:  

Wed.-Thur., noon-4 p.m. • Fri., noon-5 p.m. • Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sun., noon-4 p.m.

Follow Good News Vintage on Instagram/Facebook

arstrand DecoratingK
Matthew Karstrand

312.927.8489
matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Design and Color Selection

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Fully Insured
Family Owned

Since 1997

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial

(800) 228-3928 • (317) 727-2361

Free Estimates

“Following Light” Exhibit

The plein-air exhibit “Following Light” runs Sept. 20-Oct. 20, with an 
opening reception from 5-7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 27, at The Beverly Shores 

Depot Museum & Art Gallery. 525 S. Broadway. Artists include Kuhn 
Hong, David Knoebber, Christine Newton and Ron Wennekes. The 

exhibit is curated by Meg Bero and Julie Kasniunas. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays and 11 a.m.-3  p.m. Sundays. Visit www.bsdepot.

org for more details. Pictured is Wennekes’ “Vernal Dunescape.”

Horses Help Foundation Training

Spring Creek Horses Help Foundation, 16771 
Pardee Road, Three Oaks, Mich., will hold new vol-
unteer training from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. EDT Sat-
urday, Sept. 21. 

The nonprofi t offers an equine-assisted learning 
program on horse behavior, how to care for a horse 
and how to ride to local, under-resourced children, 
adults and families. Volunteers are trained to work 
with children as they learn to groom, tack and ride 
a horse. Children attend three-hour classes on Fri-
days and Saturdays in the spring and fall.

Volunteers must be adults with horse experi-
ence.  Text Alison at (269) 756-3894 or email info@
springcreekhorseshelp.org to register. Visit www.
springcreekhorseshelp.org/be-a-volunteer for more 
details.

Innovators Café

The Society of Innovators at Purdue Northwest 
will present the Innovators Café Series from 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 27, at ArcelorMittal 
Global Research and Development, 3001 E. Colum-
bus Drive, East Chicago.

The series familiarizes business and community 
leaders with innovation in the workplace. On Sept. 
27, attendees will learn about ArcelorMittal Global 
Research and Development’s innovative steel solu-
tions and tour some of its lab facilities.

The café is open to the public, but tickets are lim-
ited to the fi rst 75 registrants. Registration is $15. 
Tickets include lunch, the presentation, networking 
and a tour of the facility. More information and reg-
istration can be found at www.pnw.edu/soi

mailto:matthewkarstrand@yahoo.com
http://www.bsdepot
http://www.springcreekhorseshelp.org/be-a-volunteer
http://www.springcreekhorseshelp.org/be-a-volunteer
http://www.pnw.edu/soi
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SEA OF MONSTERS BREWERY - VALPARAISO, IN
Inspired by explorers past - those who set course for uncharted waters braving real 
and mythic terrors of the sea - Sea of Monsters asks beer drinkers to take a journey 
within themselves to acknowledge that we all have demons, real and perceived, 
trivial and legendary. We celebrate all those brave enough to face fears head on and 
emerge victorious. SEAOFMONSTERS.COM

Are you ready to take the plunge?

SEA OF MONSTERS

JOURNEYMAN AT THE AMERICAN FACTORY  |  258 SOUTH CAMPBELL ST.  VALPARAISO, IN  46385

1 Year interest free financing!
*Available on purchases of $1000.00 or more. See store for details

2042 US-20. Michigan City, IN
219.878.0918
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By the time Stephen King unleashed Different 
Seasons on the world in 1982, I was a seasoned fan 
at the ripe old age of 12. There’d even been a scan-
dal three years earlier when a teacher saw me read-
ing “Salem’s Lot,” banishing me to the principal’s 
offi ce for having on my possession a “wildly inap-
propriate book.” 

Different Seasons was the author’s bid for liter-
ary respect. That he was not just a pulp horror nov-
elist. The thrust of its four novellas — the second 
story, The Body, would inspire Rob Reiner’s 1986 
classic  “Stand By Me” — was not the supernatural, 
but everyday pain, loss and discovery.

After fi nishing the fi rst novella, Rita Hayworth 
and Shawshank Redemption, I was gobsmacked, 
honestly. It was like nothing King had done. Andy, 
a young banker wrongly convicted of murder-
ing his wife and her lover, loses a huge chunk of 
his life while incarcerated at Shawshank Prison. 
While there, he befriends a fellow inmate, Red, his 
gradual buffer to prison life’s harsh realities. Three 
thoughts remained after fi nishing the novella: 

1. I sure hope Red fi nds Andy down in Mexico. 
2. This may be my favorite Stephen King story. 
3. This will make a great movie.
Twelve years later, Frank Darabont proved that 

last theory right.
In some respects, what more can you say about 

“The Shawshank Redemption” on its 30th anni-
versary? So much has been written, it is the stuff 
of legend. Despite critical raves and seven Oscar 
nominations, including Best Picture, the 1994 mov-
ie tanked at the box offi ce, largely overshadowed 
by Tom Hanks and his box of chocolates. The title, 
most agree, was another problem. It was too weird, 
hard to pronounce.

Then, the fi lm arrived on VHS and cable. Word 
of mouth ignited. TNT scheduled round-the-clock 
showings. A decade later, it was labeled a clas-
sic. Today, it outranks “The Godfather” and “Citi-
zen Kane” as one of the most beloved movies ever, 
capped off in 2015 by the U.S. Library of Congress 
including it in the National Film Registry.

“The Shawshank Redemption” at 30: Why It Remains a Classic

Morgan Freeman (right) and Tim Robbins star in “The Shawshank Redemption.”

pastpresent
Andrew Tallackson
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Again, so much has been 
written. That Morgan Free-
man, with “Shawshank,” es-
tablished himself as Ameri-
ca’s narrator. That for many, 
the fi lm is a religious expe-
rience: the beach fi nale, in 
particular, is viewed as a 
symbolic heaven where past 
sins are forgiven. That An-
dy’s motto, “Get busy living, 
or get busy dying,” still galva-
nizes people. That moviego-
ers, men included, can openly 
weep without fear of ridicule 
because your soul feels lifted.

Why do we return to this 
movie again and again? No 
matter how many times I 
see it, key scenes get to me. 
They’re like “emotional trig-
gers,” where the tears just 
fl ow.

Here’s why.

The Message

“The Shawshank Redemption” is a rare fi lm that 
makes the most intangible of subjects tangible.

Hope.
To create a world without it, Darabont wisely 

hired cinematographer Roger Deakins (“Fargo”), 
who uses the absence of color to create a world 
stripped of possibility. Muted grays and blues. You 
can feel the despair, loneliness and defeat oozing 
from every brick in the prison. That all sense of 
worth and identity are being erased daily. 

When Red (Morgan Freeman) tells Andy (Tim 
Robbins), “Hope is a dangerous thing,” he is right. 
How do you keep going when all seems lost?

That’s how Andy surprises not only Red, but us, 
as the viewer. Andy refuses to let life steal his joy, 
and he fi nds it not always in grand gestures, but in 
small moments. Which leads to “Emotional Trigger 
No. 1”: the rooftop scene in which Andy, while tarring 
the surface with other inmates, fi nds favor with the 
brutal prison guard captain (Clancy Brown), earn-
ing a round of beers for him and the crew. Thomas 
Newman’s deeply moving “Shawshank” theme in-
troduces itself, and Freeman’s voice-over narra-
tion speaks of simple pleasures. As Red observes 
about Andy, “You could argue he’d done it to curry 
favor with the guards, or maybe make a few friends 
among us cons. Me, I think he did it just to feel nor-
mal again, if only for a short while.”

How many of us live in our own prisons? Not the 
literal type, as the movie depicts, but conditions 
that erode our souls? A bad marriage. Toxic work 
environment. Situations where the unacceptable 

becomes the norm and all feels lost. What “Shaw-
shank” argues is that, by tapping into reservoirs of 
strength and persistence, we can survive life’s hard-
ships. Those journeys may take longer than we ex-
pect, but steadfast patience prevails.

Which leads to “Emotional Trigger No. 2.”

Institutionalized Inmates

One of the movie’s themes is that prison life does 
not “rehabilitate” inmates. They are cast away from 
society, denied the tools to function once released. 
The routine of prison life, the walls themselves, be-
come comforting. Strip them of that routine, that 
comfort, and once back in the real world, recidivism 
not only becomes the option, but the preferred option. 

The friendship between Red and Andy fuels their buffer against the harsh reality of prison life.

Continued on Page 18
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Back to where life makes sense again.
When the kindly Brooks (James Whitmore) is 

released after 50 years at Shawshank, he is a lost 
man with no purpose. On the bus ride to town, he 
clutches the seat railing with a death grip. He’s like 
a brittle twig even the faintest breeze could snap. 
The image of him is devastating to witness. New-
man’s score, relying solely on piano and a handful 
of strings, underscores the painful message that, in 
this world, the prison system has failed. Its casual-
ties become lost to time.

Which leads to “Emotional Trigger No 3.”

The Passage of Time

Darabont does not solely rely on makeup to sug-
gest the passing of time, the way prison life robs 
inmates of life itself. He applies consistent visual 
approaches, but with subtle tweaks.

Take, for instance, the fi rst time we see Red ap-
pear before the parole board. Darabont’s camera 
applies the same tactic, venturing through a dark-
ened passageway into a setting of potential rebirth. 
Red’s appeal in the 1940s has the most vigor. He’s at 
attention, determined to prove he is rehabilitated. 
In the 1950s, again, the camera heads through the 
darkened hallway, but Red this time is less enthu-
siastic. Jaded by the reality of expectation. In the 
1960s, the camera’s trip down that hallway arrives 
before a parole board where a woman now is among 
those seated at the table. Progress may exist out-
side the prison walls, but Red now is so weary from 
defeat. A stagnant life. 

Another brilliant move by Darabont is to stage 
Red’s release shot for shot the same as Brooks. 
We’re overjoyed by Red’s exit, but Darabont cuts to 
him seated on the bus. Like Brooks, he clings to the 
railing of his seat like his life depends on it, and 
our hearts heave a sigh of great sadness. Darabont 
makes the connection between the two men: Life 
outside prison walls is too terrifying.

Which leads to “Emotional Trigger No. 4”

Continued on Page 17

Friendship

I like what philosopher Alexander Hooke wrote 
about the movie: “Andy and Red’s true freedom is 
their friendship, being able to share joy and humor 
with each other.”

So many times, you never believe characters in 
movies could be friends in real life. They are paired 
together because the script dictates so. Or that the 
casting director believed the actors have strong 
chemistry. In “Shawshank,” year by year, as Andy 
and Red grow closer, Andy becomes less a mys-
tery. Their friendship is the measure of normalcy, 
the means with which they survive their oppres-
sive surroundings. So when Andy is no longer at 
Shawshank, Red and his pals tell stories of Andy’s 
exploits, the effect a brief way to relive their time 
together. We feel the loss, too. No greater dialogue 
conveys that better than when Red, heard through 
voice-over narration, says, “Sometimes, it makes me 
sad, though, Andy being gone. I have to remind my-
self that some birds aren’t meant to be caged. Their 
feathers are just too bright. And when they fl y away, 
the part of you that knows it was a sin to lock them 
up does rejoice. But still, the place you live in is that 
much more drab and empty that they’re gone. I guess 
I just miss my friend.”

Am I a mess here? You bet.
Which leads to the fi nal “Emotional Trigger.”

The Last 15 minutes

As debates persists over the there-was-room-for-
two-on-the-door debacle from “Titanic,” online trolls 
now plunder through Andy’s 19-year tunnel escape 
from Shawshank, questioning how he could work 
behind the posters, chiseling away, without the post-
ers dropping, subsequently getting caught. Anyone 
existing on that plane is overthinking it, refusing to 
buy into Andy’s escape and subsequent exposure of 
the corrupt prison warden (Bob Gunton, a pitch per-
fect portrait of moral and religious hypocrisy). The 
movie does such an expert job of quickly revealing 
how Andy pulled it off, it’s best just to roll with it.

No, what I want to concentrate on are the last 15 

The deeply moving fi nale.
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minutes, starting with Red’s fi nal appearance be-
fore the parole board. Rarely has an actor conveyed 
crushing regret as Freeman does here. Hope is no 
longer on the table. And who cannot relate to that? 
All of us have done something at one point that we 
regret. A moment when we failed to live up to the 
kind of person we aspire to be. So when Red fi nal-
ly speaks, Darabont arms the actor with dialogue 
eloquently simple, uttered almost in a whisper: 
“There’s not a day goes by I don’t feel regret. Not be-
cause I’m in here, because you think I should. I look 
back on the way I was then: a young, stupid kid who 
committed that terrible crime. I want to talk to him. 
I want to try to talk some sense to him, tell him the 
way things are. But I can’t. That kid’s long gone, and 
this old man is all that’s left. I got to live with that.”

From here on out, it’s ugly cry time. Red’s release, 
ending up in Brooks’ old room. Red, too, appears on 
the same fatal track as Brooks...until he pledges to 
keep his promise to Andy, that one day they might 
meet up again. And with Andy’s fi nal gesture for 
Red to join him, the message of “The Shawshank 
Redemption” buries itself into your heart. The bond 
between these two men carried them through prison 
life and now, it will deliver them back to each other.

In the book, King’s last page featured Red on the 
bus, headed for Mexico. Darabont lifts Red’s gor-
geous dialogue straight off the pages: “I fi nd I’m so 
excited, I can barely sit still or hold a thought in 
my head. I think it’s the excitement only a free man 
can feel, a free man at the start of a long journey 
whose conclusion is uncertain. I hope I can make it 
across the border. I hope to see my friend and shake 
his hand. I hope the Pacifi c is as blue as it has been 
in my dreams. I hope.”

And that’s how it ended.
And that is how Darabont ended his fi lm.
Credit Producer Liz Glotzer for basically saying 

to Darabont, “Hey, come on, man, you can’t spend 
this much time with these two men and not reunite 
them at the end.” Darabont initially fi lmed the clos-
ing beach scene out of spite, but it worked so well 
with test audiences, he relented, ultimately agree-
ing it worked. So if the book left you with the idea
of Andy and Red back together, then the movie pro-
vides the ultimate closure. That scene is so beauti-
ful, Newman’s score so affecting, I cry buckets...and 
I am not ashamed to admit it.

“The Shawshank Redemption,” to me, is a perfect 
movie. Perfectly cast, edited, directed, scored. Da-
rabont makes not one false move. It is ageless in its 
appeal, its message, its ability to spend time with 
these men so they become people we care about. 
What Darabont achieved ranks at the top of my all-
time favorite movies, an honor shared with another 
classic that this year celebrates its 70th anniversary. 

More on that in an upcoming “Past/Present.”
Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@

gmail.com

HAPPYY HOURR  Wednesdayss 2-4pmm                 

 

HHAPPYY HOURR  Thursdayss 2-4pmm                 

 

http://www.thebeacher.com


www.thebeacher.com Page 21
THE

September 19, 2024Page 20
THE

There Be Dragons
Despite periods of light rain, Dunebrook’s Dragon Boat Family Festival fundraiser drew 

enthusiastic crowds Saturday, Sept. 7, at LaPorte’s Stone Lake. Tough-to-beat Applegate & Co. 
CPAs again took fi rst place. Second place went to Duneland Media-LaPorte Seamless Gutter-

MC Doors and third place to Journey Church. LaPorte High School Choir took home the Spirit 
Award. All photos by Bob Wellinski

http://www.thebeacher.com
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When my mother, Barbara, passed away in Sep-
tember 2018, there were many things I had to do. 
Sort through a lifetime of family possessions, sell 
the house and the items inside and, of course, deal 
with the inevitable grief.

What I never expected was for a pen pal, one even 
older than my 90-year-old mom, to emerge from the 
experience.

Enter Dr. Lois Marie Fink, my fi rst cousin, once 
removed. We share maternal grandmothers. She 
may not be as famous as Anne Baxter, Scott Dolson, 
Abe Gibron, Richard Hatcher or Don Larsen, but 
she left our hometown and made 
her mark

 Lois sent a Christmas card to 
my mom that winter. I responded 
by telling her my mother passed 
away. She responded with a let-
ter, and our unusual correspon-
dence began. We write letters. 
Old school paper and pen version 
sent by mail. A Michigan City na-
tive, Lois was the curator of re-
search at the Smithsonian’s Na-
tional Museum of American Art 
from 1970-1993. I should note 
her handwriting remains lovely, 
while mine is not good. 

Lois was born in Michigan City 
on Dec. 30, 1927. She grew up in 
a neighborhood once called Can-
ada: the area on Second Street 
taken over by Blue Chip Casino. 
She attended Central School and 
graduated at age 16 from Elston High School. For 
the next three years, she worked for the telephone 
company to save money for college.

She graduated from Capitol University in Colum-
bus, Ohio, in 1951 with a bachelor’s degree: pretty 
rare for a woman at the time. In 1955, she earned 
her Master of Arts degree from The University of 
Chicago, subsequently teaching in colleges in North 
Carolina and Nebraska before settling in as an as-
sistant professor at Roosevelt University in Chicago 
for a dozen years. In one of our letters, she men-
tioned how her pay was lower than her male col-
leagues.

Lois became Dr. Fink when she earned her Doc-
tor of Philosophy from The University of Chicago in 
1970, and she was off to the Smithsonian. In 1990, 
she published American Art at Nineteenth-Century 
Paris Salons. It is a professionally researched, writ-
ten and illustrated 400-page compendium. Her sec-
ond book, A History of the Smithsonian American 
Art Museum, was more challenging and not pub-
lished until 2007. Her director was less than coop-

erative with that book. Rather than rewarding Lois 
for an extensive career, her book wasn’t allowed to 
be sold at the museum, which hurt sales. 

Dr. Fink is a kindly, Christian woman, but when 
we discussed that director, her nonagenarian ire ap-
peared. 

She recently told me with pride she retired at 
age 65. She never married, relating how that was 
frowned upon at the time. A few years after retiring, 
she met a man named Clarence, a widowed former 
airline pilot and plane owner. They spent 21 years 
together before he died in 2020. Sadly, Lois was iso-

lated alone after his passing dur-
ing COVID-19 lockdown.

I met her for a few hours in the 
early 1990s when I was in D.C. 
on an education trip. In 2021, I 
retired after 34 years as a social 
studies teacher. With the freedom 
to travel at any time, we drove to 
see Lois in October. She lives in 
a large retirement village, with 
2,500 residents, called “Rider-
wood” in the D.C. suburb of Sil-
ver Spring. My wife, Kim, and I 
visited her twice then, and did 
“virtual hugs” across her living 
room at her suggestion. 

In mid-August, with me being 
Michigan City’s biggest Bruce 
Springsteen fan and wanting to 
see his Aug. 15 and 18 shows in 
Pittsburgh. What were Kim and I 
to do on the two days in between? 

We drove to see Lois again. She had suffered a fall 
while waiting by a door to enter a church service. 
Someone opened it too aggressively. Lois was recov-
ering well, and when she asked me to get a picture 
from her bedroom to show me, it was the Michigan 
City lighthouse and pier. I smiled when I saw her 
offi ce: a typewriter, no computer, on her desk. Re-
member, this remarkable woman was born the year 
Lindbergh crossed the Atlantic and Babe Ruth hit 
60 home runs. 

We hope to return in Dec. 30, 2027, to help her 
celebrate her 100th birthday.

Life is short. In retrospect, I’m very pleased that 
I decided to answer Lois and our communication 
began. As we all get older, it’s important to stay in 
touch with family and friends. I am so happy that 
as a 57-year-old man, I connected with my then 
91-year-old cousin.

My life is richer for it.
(Heinz, a Trail Creek resident, recently retired

from Bridgman Public Schools, teaching high school 
social studies for 34 years and coaching for 20.)

Local Man Finds Life is Richer Thanks to Pen Pal Correspondence
by Cary Heinz

Cary and his wife, Kim, pose for a photograph 
with Lois Fink.

http://www.thebeacher.com
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In the opening scene of “Rebel Ridge,” a former 
Marine bikes into a small Southern town to post 
bail for his cousin. Having raised the money by sell-
ing his truck, and his shares in a local restaurant, 
he is minding his own business — earbuds blocking 
out all noise — when he is intentionally hit by a 
police vehicle.

The Marine, Terry (Aaron Pierre), is black. The 
cops are white. Their grossly belligerent behavior 
suggests Terry is the victim of racial profi ling. In-
deed, the color of Terry’s skin may be a factor, but 
it’s far from the whole story.

We discover two things from there about “Rebel 
Ridge.” First, that Pierre, who is British, no less, 
is about to deliver a career-making performance. 
Second, Jeremy Saulnier (“Green Room”), the writ-
er-director-producer-editor, has made the year’s 
most intelligent genre movie. There’s some of “First 
Blood” there, but more so Season One of “Reacher”...
but much sharper than both. It is a thinking man’s 
thriller that holds off on gunplay until the end, and 
even then, we are invigorated by the smarts, the 

courage, of the characters. 
We know Terry eventually will strike back. Would 

we have a Netfl ix movie if he simply rolled over and 
played dead? The endgame, however, is not what 
we expect. Even in that opening scene, Terry is no 
pushover, and not because of his hulking physical 
presence, but more how his mind is always working. 
Pierre plays him as a man in remarkable control of 
words and emotions. The back and forth between 
him and the offi cers plays out like a negotiation. 
Terry knows what words, or triggers, will subdue 
the offi cers into a compromise.

Saulnier’s background before becoming a director 
was as a cinematographer. Whether he was familiar 
with the law before penning this screenplay, or it’s 
just that he did a tremendous amount of homework, 

Thrilling “Rebel Ridge” Consistently Defi es Expectations
by Andrew Tallackson

Terry (Aaron Pierre, right) stands his ground against the local police chief (Don Johnson) in “Rebel Ridge.

★ ★ ★ ★
“Rebel Ridge”

Running time: 131 minutes. Netflix. Not rated,

but containing adult language and violence.
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I cannot say. But “Rebel Ridge” is 
extremely well-versed on the me-
chanics of not just the courts and 
police, but also the small-town bub-
ble that muddies the morality of lo-
cal decision-making.

Terry joins forces with Summer 
McBride (AnnaSophia Robb), who 
works in the courthouse clerk’s of-
fi ce. A former drug addict prevent-
ed from seeing her daughter, she 
doesn’t want to lose her job, but at 
the same time realizes Terry needs 
her help. The police chief (Don 
Johnson), especially, seems to have 
a cast-iron grip on the town. 

Robb started out as a child ac-
tress (“Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory,” “Because of Winn-Dixie,” 
“Bridge to Terabithia”) before try-
ing her hand at adult roles. Be-
cause she has the face of a demure 
pixie, I’ve never quite believed her 
in more grown-up roles. But here, 
she settles so fi rmly into Summer’s 
damaged state, the performance 
has an edge unlike anything she’s 
done. 

With Summer’s knowledge of the law, and Terry’s 
military prowess, the two use the legal system to 
their advantage and against those exploiting it to 
their advantage. Saulnier is far less interested in 
seeing these two retaliate with violence. How rare 
is that? I half expected Terry to plant explosives 
around the courthouse, followed by the slow-motion 
shot of him, with Summer in tow, bolting as fl ames 
erupt. Nope. None of that. Instead, the movie be-
comes less about race and more about political cor-
ruption and the machinery that accelerates it. 
Watching Pierre, as Terry, allowing himself time to 
think, to choose his words carefully, is something we 
don’t get much in action fi lms. The drive of the fi lm 
is the exhaustive game of cat and mouse, with the 
highly effective score by Brooke and Will Blair offer-

AnnaSophia Robb has an edge to her performance unlike anything she’s done before this.

ing low, ominous rumbles to convey how the walls 
are closing in on these characters.

I suppose a fi lm like “Rebel Ridge” cannot fend 
off the itch for action forever. The last 20 minutes 
are a blaze of gunfi re and car chases, but even then, 
we witness Pierre, as Terry, trying to outsmart ev-
eryone around him, even up to the fi nal breathless 
moment when justice concludes less with a bang 
and more with a whisper. We’re kind of in awe of 
him, and the movie, for defying expectations. Going 
into “Rebel Ridge,” we think we know it. The thrill 
comes from realizing we haven’t a clue where it is 
headed next.

❑

Contact Andrew Tallackson at atallackson@
gmail.com
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Michigan City Municipal Golf Course

North Course, “Early Birdies”
Sept. 5, 2024

Event: Closest to the Pin Drive, Hole 
#6 + Gross Minus Putts.

A Flight
Low Gross: Mary Beres.
Low Net: Mary Beres.
Event: Mary Beres.
B Flight
Low Gross: Mary Lou Marshall. 
Low Net: Mary Lou Marshall.
Event: Mary Lou Marshall. 
C Flight
Low Gross: Pat Collado.
Low Net: Pat Collado. 
Event: Pat Collado.
D Flight
Low Gross: Kathy Grott.
Low Net: Carol Bernier. 
Event: Kathy Grott.

❑

Event: Closest to the Pin Drive, Hole #6: Barb 
Rumbuc.

Chip-Ins:  Barb Rumbuc, Hole #4.

Michigan City Municipal Golf Course

South Course, 
Par-Tee Women’s League, 

Sept. 4, 2024

Flight A
Low Gross: Cindy Wolkowitz.
Low Net: Cindy Wolkowitz.
Low Putts: Linda Hirsch.
Flight B
Low Gross: Phyllis Roach.
Low Net: Phyllis Roach.
Low Putts: Mary Lou Marshall. 
Flight C
Low Gross: Florence Stokfi sz.
Low Net: Florence Stokfi sz.
Low Putts: Pat Collado, Mary Knaup.
Flight D
Low Gross: Bev Szybala.
Low Net: Bev Szybala.
Low Putts: Carolyn Cooney, Pam Jaracz. 

❑

Pars: Barb Rumbuc, Jane Shuger, Cindy Wolkowitz, 
Sharon Weber, Phyllis Roach, Florence Stokfi sz

Birdies: Linda Hirsch, Cindy Wolkowitz.
Chip-In: Mary Lou Marshall.

Have a story idea for The Beacher?
Email atallackson@gmail.com

Michigan City Municipal Golf Course

North Course, “Early Birdies”
Sept. 9, 2024

Event: Most Bogeys + 50/50

A Flight 
Low Gross: Linda Hirsch, Barb Rumbuc.
Low Net: Linda Hirsch, LuAnn Uremovich.
Event: Linda Hirsch.
B Flight 
Low Gross: Sandy Baldwin.
Low Net: Sandy Baldwin.
Event: Carol Hullings.
C Flight
Low Gross: Jane Spang.
Low Net: Jane Spang.
Event: Jane Spang.
D Flight
Low Gross: Carol Bernier.
Low Net: Kathy Grott.
Event: Pam Betcher, K. Grott, Charlotte Wozniak.

❑

Chip-Ins: Patricia Czizek, #6, LuAnn Uremovich, #7.
Birdies: LuAnn Uremovich, #7.
Event: 50/50, Mary Lou Marshall.

LBCC Women’s Golf Leagues             

9-Hole League

Sept. 5, 2024
Last Round of the Season

A FLIGHT
Low Net
First: Peg King.
Second: Cindy Levy, Sue Luegers.
Third: Juli Cronin.
Low Putts: Cindy Levy.
Sunken Approach: Juli Cronin, #9.
B FLIGHT
Low Net 
First: Mary Kral.
Second: Jo Dodd.
Third: Amanda Ferlmann, Catherine Kelly.
Low Putts: Donna Hennard.
Sunken Approach: Pat Kelley, #14.
C FLIGHT
Low Net  
First: Beanie Altier.
Second: Katie Murphy.
Third: Teresa Curi, Joanie Doyle.
Low Putts: Sally McCarthy.
D FLIGHT
Low Net
First: Jude Stahmer.
Second: Jackie Purcell.
Third: Ginny Hogan.
Low Putts: Jude Stahmer.
Birdie: Ginny Hogan, #16.

mailto:atallackson@gmail.com
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D i n n e r s p e c i a l s a r e a v a i l a b l e e v e r y n i g h t

P l e a s e c a l l f o r d e t a i l s ( 8 6 6 ) 6 2 5 - 6 3 4 3

OUR INDOOR SPACE IS
THE PERFECT PLACE FOR
YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY!

TAKE A TOUR OR
SCHEDULE YOUR SPOT
ON OUR CALENDAR.

OCTOBER 18TH, 2024
STARTS AT 5:30 PM
BAR OPEN TIL LATE
BOURBON TASTING
BUFFET DINNER OF

IN-HOUSE SMOKED MEATS

3RD ANNUAL BOURBON & BONFIRE
TASTING EVENT

S A V E T H E D A T E :
B R EW FOO T 5 K O C T . 2 0

Ma k e Yo u r R e s e r v a t i o n a t B r ewe r y l o d g e . c om

5 7 2 7 N 6 0 0 W

( 8 6 6 ) 6 2 5 - 6 3 4 3

Serving Dinner 7 Days a Week | 4 P.M. - 9 P.M.
Saturdays | 2 P.M. - Bar Open Til Late Night
Sunday Champagne Brunch | 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.

HHOO SS TT YY OOUU RR EE VV EE NN TT WW II TT HH UU SSHO S T Y O U R E V E N T W I T H U S

DE T A I L S
S OON

9/20 Kyle Hurd
9/21 Amy Hicks Duo Acoustic

9/27 Aaron James Wright
9/28 Katthouse

10/11 P.T. and The Cruisers
10/18 TJ Aubuchon

J o h n n y V E v e r y T U E S
OP EN M I C E v e r y WED

Ho s t e d b y J i m S t . J am e s

http://www.thebeacher.com
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Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 
Bloomington, IL, State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX, State 
Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto. Bundle &
save.
Call me for a quote today

Warren Attar
Agent
106 Woodland Ct Suite 3
Michigan City, IN 46360
Bus: 219-874-4256
warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
www.warrenattar.com

Michigan City Public Library’s circulation/front 
lobby area is open to the public. Public seating is 
available, and the computer lab is open. Hours are: 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday and closed Sundays.

The following programs are scheduled:
• 3-D Pen Workshop (ages 6-17) at 3:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Sept. 19. Meet in the children’s mak-
erspace, with no experience necessary. Children 
12 and younger must attend with a parent or 
guardian.

• Bad Art Night for Adults from 5-7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 19. Designed as a way to unwind and 
create, the library provides the paint, canvas and 
pompoms. An award goes to the piece voted Worst 
Art. No registration is required.

• Needle Arts Club to Warm Up America Join-
ing Night from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursdays in Sep-
tember. Membership is open to anyone interested 
in needle arts such as crochet, needlepoint, cross-
stitch, crewel, tatting and other hand stitching. 
All skill levels and ages are welcome. Also, the 
group has organized a local chapter of the Warm 
Up America Foundation. Volunteers are knitting 
and crocheting handmade squares (7x9 inch) that 
will be joined together to make full-size afghans.

• Stomp Rockets (kids and teens) at 3:30 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 20. Make a paper rocket and watch 
it soar from a launch pad made with PVC pipe 
and two-liter plastic bottle. Take an empty two-
liter plastic bottle for launch; however, supplies 
will be available.

• Cider & Canvas for adults at 5 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 23. Paint a “spooky” gnome. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Registration is required 
because supplies are limited. Call Sydney or An-
astasia at (219) 873-3044 or Jennifer at (219) 

873-3042. 
• Any Book Book Club (adults only) from 5-6 

p.m. Mondays in September. Participants can 
discuss any books they are reading. Meetings are 
the second Monday of the month. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

• Genealogy Help with Pat Harris from 1-4 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 24. Harris offers tips and 
advice on how to research a family tree or fi nd 
genealogical record.

• Creative Tech Activities (ages 6-17) from 
3:30-5 p.m. Tuesdays in September. Create 
with LEGO WeDo, Micro:bits, paper circuits, Ozo-
bots and 3-D pens. Children 12 and younger must 
have a parent or guardian attend with them.

• Story Time at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Children 
birth to age 5 and adults will enjoy stories, songs 
and crafts. Check out previous story time videos 
through the library’s YouTube channel, Facebook 
page and website.

• Tinkercad 3-D Modeling at 4 p.m. Wednes-
day, Sept. 25, in the Makerspace.  Registration 
is required for the program that involves Tinker-
cad, a free online collection of software tools. This 
session, for children 9-17, serves as an introduc-
tion to 3-D design, art and printing. No experi-
ence is necessary. All registered participants re-
ceive a 3-D print of his/her creations. Register at 
the Youth Services desk or call (219) 873-3045 for 
more info. Space is limited. MCPL 3-D printing 
rules apply, and the printing fee is waived for this 
program.

• Reading Scavenger Hunt in September. Find 
the pictures hiding in Youth Services and receive 
a prize. The theme is “Minecraft.”

• Learning Center volunteers needed for chil-
dren and adults. Areas include reading, math, 
high school equivalency and English as a Second 
Language. All supplies and training are provided. 
Volunteers are needed two hours a week. Contact 
Jessica Hoffmaster at (219) 873-3043 or stop by 
the Learning Center for more details.
Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 

E. Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org or call (219) 873-
3049 for more details.

Michigan City Public Library

Art Blitz

Designed to immerse visitors in artmaking, the 
eighth annual Art Blitz is from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 21, at Art Barn School of Art, 695 N. 
County Road 400 East, Valparaiso.

The event includes sunfl ower and butterfl y gar-
dens, live music, food and the “Butterfl ies & Be-
yond” exhibit featuring pollinator and native plant-
themed works by regional artists.

Call (219) 462-9009 or visit www.artbarnschool.
org for more details.

mailto:warren.attar.hawq@statefarm.com
http://www.warrenattar.com
http://www.mclib.org
http://www.artbarnschool
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FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
EASTSIDE

• Fresh Cut Meat Daily
• Produce
• Full-Line of Groceries
• Beer & Wine

4666 W. US 20 
LaPorte • 219.874.7524
Mon – –

–
Sat 7am 7pm 

Sun 8am 6pm
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Senior Discount 
7 Days a Week 7am – 10am

��������	
��

���������� Monday-Saturday 8-5 • Sunday 10-4

www.smallsgardencenter.com

We Deliver and Plant

SMALL’S GARDEN CENTER
Landscape Supplies & Stone Yard

AREA’S LARGEST GARDEN CENTER & STONE YARD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 1551 E. U.S.  20, LAPORTE

219-778-2568

SPRUCE UP YOUR YARD & LANDSCAPE!

30% OFF SALE
LARGEST SELECTION OF PLANTS, TREES, SHRUBS, 

EVERGREENS, PERENNIALS & MORE.

30% OFF
GIFT STORE SALE

FULL OF NEW PRODUCTS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
PATIO & GARDEN AREAS

STONE YARD
DRIVEWAY STONE, DECORATIVE STONE, WASHSTONE, 

LIMESTONE, SLAG, MULCH, TOPSOIL, FLAGSTONE  
OUTCROPPING, BOULDERS & FIRE PITS

(219) 777-0423 or (312) 995-3994

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.smallsgardencenter.com
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An effective alternative to
counseling and psychotherapy for 
individuals, couples, and families

219.879.9155 Michigan City
312.938.9155 Chicago 

www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

 inc

Ted Perzanowski, M.Div., B.A.

219.879.9155
www.talktotedinc.com
ted@talktotedinc.com

Monday Musicale Seeks New Members

Monday Musicale will kick off its 113th season at 
7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 23, with one of the goals being 
to boost membership. 

This year’s theme, “Music Unites the World,” will 
feature music from different countries. The tempo-
rary meeting place is Simeon Square, 1207 S. Wood-
land Ave. Bev Griffi th will chair a program celebrat-
ing Austria. Appointments are Candace Archer, 
Frank Casorio, Sue Cassler, Connie Hendricks, Ste-
ven Mast, Nancy Nichols, Judith Sawyier and Joe 
Stewart.

The group’s history dates back to 1909 when 20 
women met to organize a music study club. In 1926, 
after two name changes, the club was renamed The 
Michigan City Monday Musicale. Today, the pur-
pose is largely unchanged: encourage musicians to 
use their talents and increase the scope of their mu-
sical awareness.

In the 2019-2020 season, membership stood at 
58, with 40 active (performing) and 18 associate 
members. The 2020 pandemic led to a 2 ½ year hi-
atus. Amid plans in 2022, Lee Meyer, the group’s 
longtime program chairman, accompanist and men-
tor passed away. A core group of board members, led 
by Felicia Thomas, stepped up to ensure the group’s 
longevity. At present, the membership is 36, includ-
ing 24 active and 12 associate members. Sought 
are members 18 and older, including vocalists, key-
board players (piano or organ) and instrumental-
ists (strings and winds). Associate (non-performing) 
members are welcomed.

Monthly meetings are from September-Novem-
ber and January-May, typically on the fourth Mon-
day of the month. Programs revolve around an an-
nual theme.

Contact Anthony Holt at (219) 928-6964 or Sue 
Cassler at (219) 362-1421 for more details.

PechaKucha 20x20

The 31st volume of PechaKucha 20x20 St. Jo-
seph/Benton Harbor is from 8:30-10:30 p.m. EDT 
Friday, Sept. 20, at The GhostLight Theatre, 101 
Hinkley St., Benton Harbor, Mich.

PechaKucha, which means “chit chat” in Japa-
nese, is a presentation format involving 20 images 
shown for 20 seconds each. This gives presenters 
400 seconds to tell their story, with visuals leading 
the narrative. 

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. EDT. Tickets, which cost 
$5, can be purchased at the door. A limited amount 
of chairs will be provided, so guests are encouraged 
to take their own seats. If the event has to move 
inside due to the weather, seating is limited to the 
fi rst 85 ticket purchasers. PechaKucha T-shirts will 
be on sale at the event.

Email pechakuchastbh@gmail.com for details

Potawatomi Audubon Society

Potawatomi Audubon Society meets at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 25, at LaPorte Library Exchange, 
807 Indiana Ave.

A brief meeting and discussion are followed at 6 
p.m. with a program by Deb Marr, Indiana Universi-
ty-South Bend professor of ecology. She will discuss 
how urban landscapes improve air and water qual-
ity, cool neighborhoods and support biodiversity.

http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
http://www.talktotedinc.com
mailto:ted@talktotedinc.com
mailto:pechakuchastbh@gmail.com
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CARRY-OUT OR 
DELIVERY ONLY

87G-IANT
219-874-4268

Welcome to LITTLE GIANT
Real Chicago Pizza Country

Since 1986

Carry Out or Delivery Only
Home of the never disappointing

REAL PIZZA
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2

Stop 24, Long Beach, 46360 - 500 feet from the Beach

38 Years of

LITTLE GIANT
REAL PIZZA

of Long Beach

va
lu

ab
le

 c
ou

po
n

$1.00 off any 10’’ SMALL,
14’’ MEDIUM or 16” LARGE

i                a
Name & Address
____________________
____________________
____________________
Phone Number: 
____________________
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

JASON PAUL
I N T E R I O R S

Interior design services for new home  
construction & remodeling.

574.360.5606.

formerly

DYE PLUMBING
& HEATING

1600 Lake St., La Porte
219-362-6251

Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You…

Small Enough To Know You…”

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps, 

Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters, 
& Sewer Services

Serving You Since 1939

Kevin Murphy Products

http://www.thebeacher.com
https://tinyurl.com/3z55wyy2
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In the Area 
Sept. 19 — “United for the United Way” car wash 

fundraiser, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Michigan City Area 
Schools Plant Planning parking lot (across from 
Ames Field). Requested donation: $5. Online dona-
tions: https://www.unitedwaylpc.org/ 

Sept. 19 — 3-D Pen Workshop (ages 6-17), 3:30 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Sept. 19 — Cooking With Kids, 5-6 p.m., LaPorte 
County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. Info: www.
laportelibrary.org

Sept. 19 — Bad Art Night for Adults, 5-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Sept. 19-21 — “Voices from the Heartland,” 
Dunes Summer Theatre, 288 Shady Oak Drive, Mi-
chiana Shores. Times: 7 p.m. Thur.-Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. 
Tickets: $10/show, $35/all performances. Reserva-
tions/info: www.dunesARTS.org

Sept. 20 — Stomp Rockets (kids/teens), 3:30 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.  

Sept. 20-22, 27-29 — “The Boys Next Door,” La-
Porte Little Theatre Club, 218 A St. Times: 7:30 
p.m. Fri.-Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Tickets: $19/adults, $18/
seniors 55+, $15/students with ID & younger. Res-
ervations: www.laportelittletheatreclub.com

Sept. 20-Oct. 20 — “Following Light” plein-air 
exhibit, The Beverly Shores Depot Museum & Art 
Gallery, 525 S. Broadway. Reception: 5-7 p.m. Sept. 
27. Info: www.bsdepot.org 

Sept. 21 — 25th annual Sunfl ower Fair, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., Michigan Avenue area of downtown LaPorte.

Sept. 21 — Sunfl ower Fair Book Sale, 9 a.m.-
noon, LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana 
Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Sept. 21 — Once Upon a Story Workshop, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., Coolspring Library Branch, 6925 W. 
County Road 400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.
org

Sept. 21 — Virtual Author Talk with Liane Mo-
riarty, 6-7 p.m., through LaPorte County Public Li-
brary. Registration: www.laportelibrary.org

Sept. 21 — “Hallelujah Gala!” (Michigan City 
Messiah benefi t), 6 p.m., Michigan City Senior Cen-
ter, 2 on the Lake. Tickets: $50/individuals, $300/

table of six. Reservations: www.mcmessiah.org
Sept. 23 — Cider & Canvas for adults, 5 p.m., 

Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info/registration: (219) 873-3044, (219) 873-3042.

Sept. 23 — Mario Kart Tournament, 5-6:30 p.m., 
LaPorte County Public Library, 904 Indiana Ave. 
Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Sept. 23 — Tai Chi Easy for Health and Relax-
ation, 6-7 p.m., LaPorte County Public Library, 904 
Indiana Ave. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Sept. 24 — Genealogy Help with Pat Harris,  1-4 
p.m., Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth 
St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Sept. 24 — Readers Corner-Book Club, 6-7 p.m., 
Coolspring Library Branch, 6925 W. County Road 
400 North. Info: www.laportelibrary.org

Sept. 25 — Tinkercad 3-D Modeling, 4 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Registration: (219) 873-3045. 

Through September — Work by Bill Cavalier, 
The Legacy Center Gallery at Queen of All Saints 
Catholic Church, 1719 E. Barker Ave. Legacy Cen-
ter hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Thur., 6 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat., 6 a.m.-3 p.m. Sun. Info: lucia@qas.org

Through September — “Kingsbury History 
Pop-Up,” LaPorte County Historical Society Muse-
um, 2405 Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

Through Oct. 19 — “KAPOW! Mighty Mythos,” 
Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Second St. 
Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org 

Through Nov. 2 — “Illuminations: Glass Artists 
of Chesterton Art Center,” The Ellen Firme Gallery, 
92 U.S. 12, Beverly Shores.

Through Nov. 27 — “Lost Cemeteries of LaPorte 
County” exhibit, LaPorte County Historical Society 
Museum, 2405 Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

First and Third Mondays — Singing Sands 
Toastmasters Club, 6:30-8 p.m., Senior Health/
Wellness Center (old hospital ER, Barker/Buffalo).

Mondays in September — Any Book Book 
Club (adults only), 4-5 p.m., Michigan City Public 
Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Mondays in Michigan City — Bingo, Moose 
Family Lodge 980, 2107 Welnetz Road. Doors 
open/8:30 a.m., early birds/9:30 a.m., regular 
Bingo/10 a.m.

Mondays in LaPorte — Weekly line dance 
lessons, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1130, 181 W. 
McClung Road. Cost: $5. Beginner lessons, 2-3 p.m. 
Improver lessons, 3-4 p.m. Info: (219) 363-8301.

Tuesdays — Bingo, St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church, 1506 Washington St. Doors open: 
3:30 p.m. Bingo: 6 p.m. $30 entrance fee (includes 
specials except Winner Takes All & Jackpot). Info: 
(219) 336-3099.

Tuesdays in September — Creative Tech Activ-
ities (ages 6-17), 3:30-5 p.m., Michigan City Public 
Library, 100 E. Fourth St. Info: (219) 873-3049.

Wednesdays — Al-Anon meeting for Friends/

https://www.unitedwaylpc.org/
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.dunesARTS.org
http://www.laportelittletheatreclub.com
http://www.bsdepot.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.mcmessiah.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
http://www.laportelibrary.org
mailto:lucia@qas.org
http://www.lubeznikcenter.org
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Family of Alcoholics, 6 p.m., Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 600 Franklin Square. Enter at Sixth Street 
Barker Hall side. Info: Candy at (708) 927-5287.

Thursdays in September — Needle Arts Club 
to Warm Up America Joining Night, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Michigan City Public Library, 100 E. Fourth St. 
Info: (219) 873-3049.

Fridays — Overeaters Anonymous, 9:30 a.m. 
Info: Jan at (219) 241-8757, Paula at (219) 588-
3127, www.oa.org

Saturdays through Oct. 26 in Michigan 
City — Michigan City Farmers Market, 8 a.m.-
noon, Eighth & Franklin streets. Info: tinyurl.com/
bdd5mxxr

Saturdays in LaPorte — Farmed & Forged 
Market, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Lincolnway & Monroe, 
LaPorte.

Saturdays in LaPorte — Guided tours, 2-3 
p.m., LaPorte County Historical Society Museum, 
2405 Indiana Ave. Info: (219) 324-6767.

Second Tuesday of the Month — Stroke Sup-
port Group for Survivors and Caregivers, 2 p.m., 
Mother Maria Theresia Room, Franciscan Health 
Michigan City, 3500 Franciscan Way. Info: Kelly 
Wise at Kelly.wise@franciscanalliance.org

In the Region
Sept. 19 — Beach Mysteries Hike, 10 a.m., In-

diana Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 
East, Chesterton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Sept. 19 — Turtle Time, 2 p.m., Indiana Dunes 
State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East, Chester-
ton. Info: (219) 926-1390.

Sept. 20 — Science Fridays Series, 5:30-6:30 
p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indi-
ana 49, Porter. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-
1882.

Sept. 20 — The Save the Tunes Council, 7:30-9 
p.m., Indiana Dunes Visitor Center, 1215 N. Indi-
ana 49, Porter. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-
1882.

Sept. 20 — Toronzo Cannon & The Chicago Way 
with Jack Whittle Trio, 8 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 
Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Tickets: $25 
+ $4.50 convenience fee, $50 + $4.50 convenience 
fee (reserved). Reservations: www.acornlive.org

Sept. 20 — PechaKucha 20x20 St. Joseph/Ben-
ton Harbor, 8:30-10:30 p.m. EDT, The GhostLight 
Theatre, 101 Hinkley St., Benton Harbor, Mich. 
Tickets: $5. Reservations: pechakuchastbh@gmail.
com 

Sept. 21 — Art Blitz, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Art Barn 
School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Val-
paraiso. Info: www.artbarnschool.org, (219) 462-
9009. 

Sept. 21 — New Buffalo Beach Cleanup (ages 
13-18), 11 a.m.-1 p.m. EDT, New Buffalo Township 
Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Meet at Youth Servic-
es. Info: (269) 469-2933.

Sept. 21 — Annual “Fall Into Art” Pop-Up, 10 

a.m.-4 p.m. EDT, The Courtyard Gallery, 813 E. 
Buffalo St., New Buffalo, Mich. Info: (269) 469-4110.

Sept. 21 — Lake Effect Jazz Big Band, 7-9 p.m. 
EDT, Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad St., 
St. Joseph, Mich. Tickets: $12/advance at www.
ticketstripe.com/lakeeffectjazz2024, $15/door, free/
children 12 & younger.

Sept. 21 — Led Zeppelin 2, 8 p.m. EDT, The 
Acorn, 107 Generations Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. 
Tickets: $35 + $5.50 convenience fee, $60 + $5.50 
convenience fee (reserved). Reservations: www.
acornlive.org

Sept. 21-22 — Chellberg Farm Open House, 1-3 
p.m., Mineral Springs Road between U.S. 12/20, 
Porter. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-1882.

Sept. 22 — Bog Gone Wild, 9-11 a.m., Pinhook 
Bog/Upland Trail, 946 N. Wozniak Road, Michigan 
City. Info: www.nps.gov/indu, (219) 395-1882.

Sept. 22 — The National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution Rebecca Dewey Chapter  
Blessing of the Graves, 2 p.m. EDT, Lakeside (Mich.) 
Cemetery. Email: rebecca.deweyto@gmail.com 

Sept. 22 — Open Mic Night featuring Sadie Gus-
tafson-Zook, 7 p.m. EDT, The Acorn, 107 Genera-
tions Drive, Three Oaks, Mich. Performer inquiries: 
openmic@acornlive.org. Info: www.acornlive.org

Sept. 24 — NBTL Book Club, 10 a.m. EDT, New 
Buffalo Township Library, 33 N. Thompson St. Meet 
at Youth Services. Info: (269) 469-2933.

Sept. 24 — BookTok Open Workshop (ages 13-
18), 4-6 p.m. EDT, New Buffalo Township Library, 
33 N. Thompson St. Registration: (269) 469-2933.

Sept. 25 — Potawatomi Audubon Society, 5 p.m., 
LaPorte Library Exchange, 807 Indiana Ave.

Through September — Monthly visual art 
shows, The Episcopal Church of the Mediator, 14280 
Red Arrow Highway, Harbert, Mich. Artist: Bill 
Boyce. Hours (Eastern): 9 a.m.-noon Mon.-Thur., 10 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sun. Info: www.Mediatorharbert.
com

Through Oct. 6 — “Against the Grain,” Mon-
tague/Urschel Gallery at Porter County Museum 
(PoCo Muse), 20 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso. Also: 
“Building Memory: Artistic Interpretations of No-
table Landmarks.” Info: www.pocomuse.org

Through Oct. 20 — “Desperate Times, Desperate 
Measures: The Studebaker-Packard Corporation,” 
The Studebaker National Museum, 201 Chapin St. 
Hours (Eastern): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 
p.m. Sun. Admission:  $11/adults, $9.50/seniors 60+, 
$7/youth ages 6-18. Info: (574) 235-9714, (888) 391-
5600, www.studebakermuseum.org

Through Oct. 13 — “Resist!” exhibit, Beutter-
Kernan Hall, Community Learning Center, St. Joe 
County Public Library, 305 S. Michigan St. Info: 
www.historymuseumSB.org, (574) 235-9664, Ext. 
6256.

Through Oct. 17 — Photographer Deb Potis, 
Continued on Page 34
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The Village Gallery, Pines Village Retirement Com-
munities, 3303 Pines Village Circle, Valparaiso.

Through Oct. 30 — “Of Giants and Warriors” 
(local artists Diane Grams/Tim Lace), Chesterton 
Art Center, 115 S. Fourth St. Reception: 4-7 p.m. 
Sept. 20. Artist-led gallery/discussion: noon Satur-
day, Sept. 28. Fresco painting demonstration: noon 
Oct. 19/RSVP to gallery@chestertonart.org. Info: 
(219) 926-4711, www.chestertonart.org

Through Nov. 10 — “Language as Form: Cal-
ligraphy & Sculpture by Gwen Yen Chiu”/Nick Col-
lard’s “Forest,” Krasl Art Center, 707 Lake Blvd., 
St. Joseph, Mich. Info: www.krasl.org

Through April 6, 2025 — “From the Speedway 
Comes Their Stamina: Studebaker Racing & Re-
cord-Breakers,” The Studebaker National Museum, 
201 Chapin St., South Bend. Hours (Eastern): 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Sun. Admission:  
$11/adults, $9.50/seniors 60+, $7/youth ages 6-18. 
Info: (574) 235-9714, (888) 391-5600, www.stude-
bakermuseum.org

Mondays — Pickleball, 5:30 p.m. EST, New Troy 
(Mich.) Community Center, 13372 California Road. 
Free, donations welcome. Info: (269) 426-3909, 
friendsofnewtroy@yahoo.com

Saturdays in Chesterton — Chesterton Euro-
pean Market, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 220 Broadway, Chester-
ton. Info: tinyurl.com/3wvav7pw

Sundays Through Sept. 22 — Miller Woods 
Hike, 1:30-3:30 p.m., Paul H. Douglas Center for 
Environmental Education, 100 N. Lake St., Gary. 
Info: (219) 395-1882, www.nps.gov/indu

Sundays in September — Feeding at the Farm, 
4:30-5 p.m., Chellberg Farm, Mineral Springs Road 
between U.S. 12/20, Porter. Info: (219) 395-1882, 
www.nps.gov/indu

Vickers Theatre — Now Showing: “Dr. Strange-
love or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love 
the Bomb.” Rated PG. Time: 7 p.m. Sept. 19. Also: 
“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice.” Rated PG-13. Times: 4 & 
7 p.m. Sept. 20-22. All times Eastern. Theater ad-
dress: 6 N. Elm St., Three Oaks, Mich. Info:  www.
vickerstheatre.com, (269) 756-3522.

Need a Paper Box Installed?
Going on Vacation?

Missed a Paper?
You can manage all of your 

delivery needs online at:
www.thebeacher.com

Click on Circulation Tab

THE

TM

Continued from Page 33

SPRUCE UP YOUR HOME THIS 
SUMMER!

EXCELLENT DEALS ON CARPET, 
LVT, CABINETS, BLINDS, TILE, 

WOOD, AND ALL YOUR HARDWARE 
NEEDS!

Duneland Home and Pro Hardware
1018 N. Karwick Rd. Michigan City, 

IN 46360
219-878-1720

Closed on Sundays
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The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter 
will sponsor the following bloodmobile:
• Converge Community Church, 601 W. Buffalo St. 

(U.S. 12), New Buffalo, Mich., noon-5 p.m. EDT 
Thursday, Sept. 26.
Donors must be in good general health and feel-

ing well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and 
weigh at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or 
visit www.redcrossblood.org for more details. 

New Buffalo Township Library

• Essentrics Exercise for Seniors. The pro-
gram is at 10 a.m. Fridays, Sept. 20 and 27. 
Cecily Crowther leads the low-impact, health-
and-fi tness, full-body rebalancing program. The 
workout helps improve posture, mobility, fl exibil-
ity and range of motion while building strength 
across muscle chains.

• New Buffalo Beach Cleanup (ages 13-18) 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 21. Meet 
in Youth Services for orientation and supplies. 
Register is required.

• NBTL Book Club. The program is at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 24.

• BookTok Open Workshop (ages 13-18). The 
program is from 4-6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 24.

Weekly programs:
• Story Time at 10 a.m. Mondays.
• Read to a Dog Sessions for all ages from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. Tuesday and 4-4:45 p.m. Wednesday.
• Craft Time from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

while supplies last.
• Teen Maker Space from 3:30-7:30 p.m. Thurs-

days.
• Chess Club from 6-8 p.m. Thursdays.
• Spanish Story Time at 10 a.m. Fridays.
• Lego Club from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Saturdays.

All times are Eastern. New Buffalo Township Li-
brary is located at 33 N. Thompson St. Call (269) 
469-2933 for more details.

By Appointment Only

Angila Keeney 
(219) 871-9340

708 Freyer Road, MC

• Cuts • Colors • Perms • 
• Manis • Waxing •

New Clients 
15% OFF
Any Service

Exp. 9/28/24

nplhinc.com LAWRENCE ZIMMER
312 • 343 • 9143

HOURLY DESIGN
CONSULTING TO
ADD VALUE AND
AVOID MISTAKES

northern IN • southwest MI • metro Chicago

LIVE TALK 
RADIO

CALL IN LINE
219-861-1632
DURING LIVE SHOWS

We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

New Studebaker Museum Exhibit

A 1927 Atlantic City race.

“From the Speedway Comes Their Stamina: 
Studebaker Racing & Record-Breakers” runs 
through April 6, 2025, at The Studebaker National 
Museum, 201 Chapin St., South Bend.  

Explore a selection of artifacts, including a col-
lection of early 20th century racing trophies, and 
record-breaking Studebaker automobiles from the 
late 1910s-early 1960s. Featured vehicles include:
• The No. 6 1928 Commander Roadster.
• The 1948 Studebaker-powered Bonnie Doon Spe-

cial.
• The No. 9 1963 Avanti Bonneville record-breaker.
• The museum’s latest acquisition: the 1933 No. 34 

Studebaker Special Indy 500 race car.
Museum hours are (all times Eastern) 10 a.m.-

5 p.m. Monday-Saturday and noon-5 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission is $11 for adults, $9.50 for seniors 60+ 
and $7 for ages 6-18.  Call (888) 391-5600 or visit 
www.studebakermuseum.org for more details.

http://www.thebeacher.com
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.studebakermuseum.org
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED RATES – (First 2 Lines)

1-3 ads - $9 each. 4 or more ads - $7.50 each. (Additional lines $1 each)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 • Email: atallackson@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
9 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

PERSONAL SERVICES
THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle. 

Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5, 
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

TELL-A-THERAPIST • Jennifer Carol M.S.W. 
Individuals/Couples/Adolescence. (269) 586-4054.

 ILLINOIS CONCEALED CARRY FIREARM CURRICULUM
Individual/private lessons, top-tier training and advanced instruction. 

Comprehensive, expert services. Illinois-certified CCL Instructor for 10+ 
years. Serving LaPorte, Porter and Berrien counties. Call/text (847) 601-

9993, bpetrigger@att.net or www.triggerwise.blogspot.com
I’M THE FAIRY GODMOTHER AT YOUR SERVICE!

Help with home, seniors, kids, pets, whatever you need, at your service. 
Call (219) 210-1181.

BUSINESS SERVICES
8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals

Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition • (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
(219) 733-2403 •  www.bookwormwanatah.com  
HOME HEALTH – CAREGIVERS

Comfort Keepers
Providing Comforting Solutions for In-Home Care

Homemaking, Personal & Companion Care from 3 to 24 hours of care 
per day. Comfort Keepers is fully insured. Our compassionate caregivers 
undergo Lifetime Background Screening, are fully trained and supervised. 
Complimentary in-home consultations offered. Call us at (219) 362-9800

 www.comfortkeepers.com
Are you looking for someone to take care of your loved one? 

I am an independent home-health aide/caregiver with over 10 years 
experience in home care. I have compassion for seniors and love what I 
do, specializing in working with patients with dementia, Alzheimer’s dis-

ease, hospice, companions, bedbound and wheelchair clients. I can cook, 
clean, live-in area or light duty housework, assist with medication, feeding 

only if necessary, bathroom assist, sponge bath, showers, run errands 
and/or doctor’s appointments ad needed. Feel free to reach out to me, 

Margaret Morancy, at (219) 229-2067.

CLEANING - HOUSEKEEPING
CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services, 

28 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service 
Professional - Insured - Bonded – Uniformed

#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817. 

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING • Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for years. Insured.

Homes • Rentals • Offices • Receive your free estimate today! 
Bridget 219-241-9341 or email

 BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com
WONDERFUL CLEANING LADY. Thorough, honest, reliable. Excellent 

references, reasonable rates. Bonded/insured. Call (269) 405-3400.

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING • (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window cleaning, gutter cleaning and vinyl porch 

panel and screen cleaning experts! Check out my 5-star ratings online or 
ask your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning • (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial • Free Estimates

Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly, 
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239, 

haroshousecleaning08@gmail.com  

ANGIE’S CLEANING SERVICES
Residential, condos, apartments, rentals, arbnb. Weekly, biweekly, 

monthly, occasional. Free estimates. Call (219) 814-3499.
Kathleen would love to clean your home, office or vacation rental 

property. Call (269) 336-9154.

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING
H & H HOME REPAIR • skipnewman4444@yahoo.com 

We specialize in: • Carpentry • Finished Basements • New Baths • Decks •
• Electrical • Plumbing • Flooring • Ceramic Tile • Drywall/Painting 

• Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner – (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(773) 414-4086 • (219) 363-9069

Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Residential • Light Commercial • Whole House Rewires 

Rehab • New Construction • EV Amp Service Install
HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving 

Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
Spring Cleanup • Power Washing • Window Cleaning • Gutter Cleaning 

• Painting: Interior/exterior • And Much More • Free estimates. 20+ years 
exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones… 

Recommendations available. Insured.
Call (574) 855-0666

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE: The Deck Specialist
We do full line of deck restoration. Window cleaning. Pressure washing 

and much more. 20+-years experience. Insured. Free estimates. 
Call (574) 855-0666.

R&R Construction: Basement waterproofing, crawlspace encapsulation, 
foundation repairs, decks, lawn care, siding. 27-years experience. 

Bonded and insured. Free estimates. Call (219) 771-8840

Mike Heyden Handyman Service
Over 40 years experience: carpentry, roof repairs, power washing, paint-

ing floors. No bull: Just honest work. Call Mike at (219) 916-0270.

DECK REPAIRS & RESTORATION
power washing, staining
EXTERIOR REPAIRS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Retired union carpenter & roofer

Stainright@yahoo.com
(219) 809-5439

Text for fastest response
Small engine repair: lawnmowers, riding mowers, Weed Whippers, 

backpack blowers, chain saws, snow blowers, etc. Pickup/delivery avail-
able. Call (219) 249-9126.

PAINTING-DRYWALL-WALLPAPER
JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING

Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork - 
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal 

Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior • Deck washing/staining • Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

WAYNE’S PAINTING. 30+ years experience. Fully insured. Interior/exte-
rior painting and staining. Power washing decks, siding and more. 

Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Drywall. Painting. Pressure cleaning. Plastering & 
Stone • Eifs • Chimney restoration. Commercial/residential. Licensed/

bonded. Call (219) 229-2352. 

Looking for new or older house to paint from top to bottom.
Experienced in other facets of construction. If you have a house issue, 

don’t hesitate to ask me. We do it all from A-Z. 40+ yrs. exp. Very reason-
able. Experience with cracked-damaged drywall/plaster. Thank you for 

any job opportunities. Call me at (219) 393-0529.

WARREN’S PAINTING COMPANY
Painting, pressure washing, interior/exterior. Free estimates. (219) 814-3885.

 LANDSCAPE-Lawns-Clean Up, Etc. 
HEALY’S LANDSCAPING

 (219) 879-5150 • dhealy5150@gmail.com 
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN

Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook 
RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.

Interior painting, power washing (decks, houses, concrete)
& deck staining — gutters – mulching — trim bushes/yard work — hauling.

Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates: insured, bonded, licensed 

Call us at (219) 229-4474

Fall cleanup. Yard work, mulching, weeding, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 
210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare
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MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Fall cleanup. Mowing, planting, hedging, mulch, weeding. Gutter clean-

ing, small tree removal. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine dethatch-
ing. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured.

(219) 336-4569, mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com

EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree 
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork/spring clean-

up, power washing. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 229-2767

Avila’s Lawn Care • (219) 210-9752 • avilaslawncare16@gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

MOTA’S LANDSCAPING LLC. • Full Landscape/Hardscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or

 motaslawncarellc@gmail.com 

MARTINEZ LANDSCAPING
Mowing, edging, trimming, lawn care, mulch. Spring & fall cleanup.

License and insured. Call (219) 229-3642

GUALAJARA’S LANDSCAPING INC.
Mowing • Mulching • Gutter Cleaning • Trimming • Cleanups • 

Free Estimates — Fully Insured. 
(219) 702-7232 • gualajaraslandscaping@gmail.com

JUST LEAVES AND MORE
Yard cleanup, trimming, mowing, winterizing, mulching. Free estimates. 

Call (219) 814-3885.

Serrano Tree Service LLC: Trim bushes, remove leaves, trim tree limbs.
Experienced. Licensed/bonded. Free estimates. Call Oscar at (574) 855-0666.

LLOYD’S TREE SERVICES
Tree removal  • Brush removal. Guaranteed work. 30+ years 
experience. Locally owned. Fully Insured • (219) 229-9387

SERRANO’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Mowing service, cleanups, trimming, mulch, weeding & power washing, 

gutter cleaning, junk removal. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Call Jose: (219) 369-7522

S&C LANDSCAPE SERVICES – (219) 916-0622, (219) 878-1985
MOWING, EDGING, MULCH, HEDGING – SPRING & FALL CLEANUP – 
TREE SERVICE - PRESSURE WASHING & MORE. FREE ESTIMATES. 

landscapeservices46360@gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-

tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

Hiring Now!!! Pottawattomie Country Club
Chefs, bartenders, servers, admin. Competitive pay.
Interested, call Matt Wooldridge at (219) 872-8624

Painters wanted: Experience preferred, but not necessary. Rate is nego-
tiable based on workmanship. Call Matt at (312) 927-8489

Part-time Code Enforcement Officer for Michiana Shores
The Town of Michiana Shores seeks a part-time Code Enforcement 

Officer/Assistant Building Commissioner to work with the town council 
and clerk-treasurer to help the town enforce rules and regulations related 
to short term rentals, noise and nuisance ordinances, etc. This role also 
assists community residents with applying for and obtaining permits for 
new construction or remodeling projects. Town residency preferred, but 

not required. Proficiency with Microsoft Office and/or Google Docs is 
required. Send you resume to: COBCjobs@townofmichianashores.org

NOW HIRING
Non-emergency medical drivers needed now!

Transports clients to & from medical appointments. Car, gas, insurance 
supplied. You drive! Full time, part time. Call (219) 308-0859.

FOR SALE
Transfer shower bench with backrest. Brand new, never opened. $75. 

Toilet seat with handle, never opened, $45. Call (219) 262-5007.

WANT TO BUY
WANTED: I buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys, 

advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

HOME WATCH
NOW IN OUR SEVENTH YEAR! • HOME WATCH SERVICES

Home Watch of Southwest Michigan provides periodic house checks 
to 2nd homes, ensuring peace of mind while you’re away. INSURED, 

ACCREDITED, BONDED. For a courtesy visit and free quote, contact us 
today! info@mihomewatch.com • (269) 281-4584 • www.mihomewatch.com 
Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties along the shores of Lake Michigan

Infinity Home Services LLC • Home Watch Services & More
Home services specialist for home watch, property checks, short-term 
rental maintenance, general repairs/maintenance, small projects and 
more. Trust IHS to watch over your property with care and attention. 

Fully Insured. Serving Berrien & LaPorte counties and portions of Porter 
County. Contact us today. (269) 259-1127 • jim@infinitymichiana.com • 

www.infinitymichiana.com
REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL – RENTALS/LEASE/SELL 

Office Space
Professional, newly refurbished office suites for lease. Furnished, shared 
conference room, utilities, Internet, ample parking all included. Flexible 

terms, rents start at $400/mo. Located in Commerce Square. 
(219) 363-4545.

RENTALS INDIANA
Gorgeous Long Beach Stop 23 Beach House FOR RENT

$4,000 per mo. starting in Sept. JUST 2 HOUSES OFF LAKESHORE DRIVE!
Huge wooded lot, stunning views of Lake Michigan, 3BR, 2.5 BA interior 

designer 2,000 sq ft home. Front and back sunroom with plenty of light, over 
450 sq ft of private rear deck with glass walls and views of Lake Michigan. 

Text Michelle Jolas at (773) 419-5057

Sheridan Beach furnished 2BR/1BA rental. Available Oct.-May $1,450/
mo. Contact leasing@harborandlake.com or (219) 319-1515.

$1,500 - Warehouse/Shop with Lots of Land in LaPorte
Approximately 1,000 SF with two 12 ft overhead garage doors and acre-
age. At the intersection of Indiana 39 and CR 1000 North. Electric includ-
ed. Starting at $1,500 per month. Two months rent, plus security deposit 

required at signing. Please text (773) 858-5276 with questions.

RENTALS MICHIGAN
Lovely furnished Michiana 2BD/2BA. Skylights, deck, grill, 2 blocks to 
Stop 38 beach. Quiet, forested area. Oct.-April 30, 2025. $1,500/mo. + 

utilities & Internet. 1,300 sq ft. Call (415) 548-0498 

BUY
SELL

TRADE

BUY
SELL

TRADE

Best Prices in Area

Michiana Humane Society Benefi t
Granor Farm, 3480 Warren Woods Road, Three 

Oaks, Mich., will host a community benefi t dinner 
for Michiana Humane Society from 5:30-10:30 p.m. 
EDT Sunday, Sept. 22.

Tickets are limited. The $276.64 per person cost 
includes beverage pairing, gratuity, taxes, fees and 
a $130 donation to the Humane Society.

Visit https://granorfarm.com/events for reserva-
tions or more details.

Public Art Committee

Michigan City Public Art Committee meets at 10 
a.m. Thursday, Sept. 19, in the City Hall Mayor’s 
Conference Room, 100 E. Michigan Blvd.
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Burn by Peter Heller (hardcover, $28 retail in 
bookstores and online; also available as an eBook or 
audiobook. 291 pages.) 

It is an annual trip. Storey and Jess take several 
weeks out in autumn to go somewhere different for 
fi shing, hunting and hiking. This year, they pick the 
upper part of Maine. 

Before they leave, newspapers and TV are full of 
secession talk in that very state. Say what? Sure-
ly, the government will sort it out by the time they 
return to their home state of Vermont. Their na-
ive acceptance of the govern-
ment solving the whole prob-
lem comes to a screeching halt 
when…

They reach a bridge that was 
obviously blown up — no way 
to cross the river — so they fol-
low it to where it widens to a 
large lake with a small town 
arranged around it.

What they see is the stuff 
of nightmares: every build-
ing burned to the ground, 
some bodies scattered around, 
bombed-out cars every which 
way. Strange, though, the 
many boats, signifying this as 
a fi sherman’s destination, are 
untouched. A woman comes 
into view frantically rowing 
across the lake. Suddenly, a 
helicopter fl ies low above her, 
turns around and shoots her 
and the boat into pieces. No in-
signia on the ‘copter, so it must 
be the secessionists. Just how 
far has this situation gotten 
out of hand? 

Not long after, a pleasure 
cruiser comes into sight. The 
men try to hail them just as an 
explosion tears the boat — and all in it — to pieces.

In only the two weeks Storey and Jess are in the 
deep woods, their world goes insane. Wherever they 
go, there is a shoot-fi rst, ask-questions-later men-
tality.

Finding a battery radio, Jess manages to get a 
French station out of Quebec. The news is not good. 
The president of the United States had been as-
sassinated by Maine secessionist Lamar Blodgett. 
Since the vice president is a former general and a 
“hawk of hawks,” the French fear for what will hap-
pen next.

Searching boats for food to take with them, the 
pair is shocked by what they see in the hold of one 
boat — and it isn’t a store of food. She is about 5 
years old, and says her name is Collie. No parents 

in sight. She shows them her house and a piece of 
paper in her coat with latitude and longitude lines 
leading…to her parents? After fi guring out where 
the directions lead, they take the girl with them, 
walking along the river, avoiding all the boats, 
afraid to chance being out in the open water with 

all the crazies shooting ev-
erything in sight. 

While trying to keep a 
low profi le, not knowing 
who they can trust or ap-
proach, and keep Collie 
safe, the wild north Maine 
landscape provides a piv-
otal part in the story. Find-
ing safe trails to keep them 
moving south stretches 
their knowledge of the 
dense forests. It also pro-
vides a quiet place for Jess 
to think back on his life 
and remember things both 
heart-lifting and heart-
breaking.

Dragging a wagon with 
meager supplies, the male 
bonding between Storey 
and Jess is realistically 
told in words and action. 
But there’s one secret 
hanging over Jess’ heart — 
a secret he cannot tell his 
best friend. The gravity of 
it sits on Jess’ shoulders 
like a sack of cement. Not 
knowing whether you will 
live to see tomorrow leads 

Jess to a lot of soul searching…
There’s plenty of time for Jess to think back on 

his childhood, his times with Storey’s family and 
the love of Jess’ life who walked out on him just be-
fore the trip began. And Storey is worried about his 
wife and children back in Vermont. Is it safe there? 
Is the fi ghting confi ned to Maine? Or has it worked 
its way to other states.

Survival, secession and friendship are major 
themes here. Only Heller pulls all these together in 
a thoughtful, gotta-keep-reading way.

The fi nal word: This book is the whole package: 
A fascinating plot, believable characters and a de-
scription of the land and its impact on his charac-
ters that is always a highlight of Heller’s stories.

Till next time, happy reading!

Off the Book Shelf
by Sally Carpenter
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209 LOUISIANA AVENUE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

4 BED / 4.1 BATH • 3,024 SF 

2609 FAIRWAY DRIVE
LONG BEACH, IN

4 BED / 2.2 BATH  • 3,896 SF

102 W FAIRWATER AVENUE
BEVERLY SHORES, IN

5 BED / 4.1 BATH  • 4,023 SF

NEW LISTING 
& UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING 
& UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING 
& UNDER CONTRACT

MICKY GALLAS
ABR, CRB, CRS, E-PRO, GRI, SRES

219.861.6012 2411 ST. LAWRENCE AVENUE ·  LONG BEACH, INDIANA ·  219.874.7070

Kylee Caudle ................219.221.0678
Jamie Follmer..............219.851.2164
Braedan Gallas ............219.229.1951
Jordan Gallas ...............219.861.3659
Kelly Gausselin ............708.243.0952

Giorgios Karayannis ..219.805.6754
Kaileyne Krask.............219.851.7290
Daiva Mockaitis...........219.670.0982
Sofia Mockaitis ............219.670.0902
Karen Pavy....................219.210.0494

Barb Pinks.....................574.876.5967
Anna Radtke ................219.221.0920
Pat Tym..........................219.210.0324
Susie Yemc....................219.617.3731

9 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE
MICHIGAN CITY, IN

2 BED / 2 BATH • 1,648 SF

UNDER CONTRACT
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