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o the west are Lake Michigan’s endless ho-
rizon and the prevailing westerly winds
moderating temperatures along its eastern
shore. To the east is a glacial moraine and
its gently sloping hills. To the south is the Indiana
state line and to the north the Kalamazoo River.

In between is a rolling bed of sandy, nutrient-rich
soil underlying the nearly 1.3 million acres of the
federally recognized Lake Michigan Shore American
Viticultural Area, home to a bounty of fruit farms,
orchards and vineyards growing dozens of variet-
ies of wine grapes. Southwest Michigan’s unique
combination of lake-effect climate, glacially sculpt-
ed topography and enriched, well-drained soil are
key ingredients of what the French call terroir: the
characteristic flavor and taste of a wine bestowed by
the environment in which it’s grown and produced.

Also unique to the region that holds 90 percent
of Michigan’s vineyards is the Midwest’s only com-
mercial teaching winery and tasting room, Lake
Michigan Vintners. It is part of Lake Michigan
College’s six-year-old Wine and Viticulture Tech-
nology program operating from a new $7 million,
14,000-square-foot teaching winery on its Benton
Harbor campus. Known as the Welch Center, it pro-
vides students a real-world laboratory in the sci-
ence, business and art of winemaking in a region
where wineries are elegant engines of tourism.

The two-year degree program and its compan-
ion commercial teaching winery is led by Michael
Moyer, a former winemaker in Washington State
and graduate of the University of California-Da-
vis’ Viticulture and Enology program, not far from
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Napa Valley. Earlier in his career, Moyer was a wine
instructor who developed the science of winemak-
ing curriculum at Walla Walla (Washington) Com-
munity College’s Institute for Enology and Viticul-
ture. The college cultivates several acres of teaching
vineyards and operates a commercial teaching win-
ery called College Cellars of Walla Walla.

If it sounds a lot -
like Lake Michigan
College’s program, it
is. A delegation from
LMC visited Walla
Walla and essential-
ly took home their
blueprint. And for all
practical  purposes,
they made off with
Moyer as well. But it
was more of a seduc-
tion than an abduc-
tion, Moyer assures.

“l was working as
a winemaker for the
Figgins Family’s Le-
onetti Cellar in Walla
Walla, and the owner
said, ‘T'm giving some
guests a tour. Can
you come down and
meet them and have
a glass of wine with
us? They told me
about what they were
doing in Michigan,
and I was intrigued,”
Moyer says.

The conversa-
tion over a glass of
wine serendipitously
evolved into a job
interview with the LMC delegation led by then-
president Bob Harrison and Mike and Lisa Welch,
longtime supporters of the college whose name now
graces LMC’s teaching winery.

The impromptu interview went well.

“They described the wine region and the program

Michael Moyer directs Lake Michigan College’s
Wine and Viticulture Technology program.

they were hoping to create that would be similar to
Walla Walla Community College’s. The mission was
to develop a professionally trained class of wine-
makers and vineyard managers to help the local
industry grow,” Moyer, a Utah native, says. “I was
very excited about it and went home and told my
wife, and she was excited as well. I was expecting
her to say, ‘No way. We’re not leaving.” We had met
in Walla Walla and had started raising our family.”

He was delighted, however, that his wife, Erica,

. a California native,
[ agreed the possible
- opportunity to launch
a hybrid academic/
commercial program
sounded too good to
pass up.

“But I was a little
apprehensive,” Moyer
said. “Afterward, 1
asked them to send
some Michigan wine
because I never had

any before. They put
. together some bottles
from local wineries.
I was expecting fruit
wine or maybe some
Riesling, maybe some
cold-hearty varieties.
I didn’t know what to
expect.

“What I got was a
selection of dry red
wine — Cabernet
Franc, Syrah and
Merlot. The wines
knocked my socks
off.”

Moyer figured if
Michigan winemak-
ers can ripen Syrah
grapes — which typi-
cally produce bold, full-body wines — then the possi-
bilities were endless in a state boasting the nation’s
longest freshwater coastline, where most vineyards
are within 25 miles of Lake Michigan. The big lake’s
insulating effect extends Southwest Michigan’s
cool-climate growing season by up to a month.
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The selection of wines clinched the deal, and by
January 2015, Moyer began planting the seeds of
the program to grow a well-trained talent pool for
Michigan’s wine industry. Wine is big business in
the Mitten State, the nation’s fourth-largest grower
of wine grapes. A study by the Michigan Craft Bev-
erage Council estimates the wine industry produces
a $5.4 billion economic impact on the state, includ-
ing tourism, business with wholesalers, retailers,
bars and restaurants. More than 1.7 million people
visit Michigan’s wineries each year, contributing
about $252 million in tourism dollars.

Moyer found the program’s early days could be
daunting.

“I got here and realized, ‘Oh my gosh, I don’t
have any students,” Moyer says. He enlisted Can-

dice Elders, the college’s savvy executive director of
marketing and communication, who quickly got the
word out on the new program, and the enormous
potential of the winemaking region in which the
program would be rooted. A cohort of students was
not far behind.

4§ i

The Welch Center opened in the fall of 2019

Then there were the local winery owners to deal
with, including a vocal minority concerned a new
commercial winery backed by the resources of a col-
lege would be an unwelcome competitor. Moyer per-
suaded them the degree program and Lake Michi-
gan Vintners were to their advantage.

“I maintain good relationships with the wineries
here, the winery owners,” he said. “One of the most
vocal of them came up to me a couple of years ago
and said, T'm sorry. I didn’t want what I said to lead
to bad blood.” And I said, it’s all good.”

Is it ever.

“The program is a game-changer for Michigan.
Mike is teaching students all the right things,”
says John Braganini, president of Michigan’s old-
est and largest winery, St. Julian Wine Co., based
in Paw Paw. “The program does two things. It
gives the growers’ children, who if they choose to
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-1 continue growing grapes,

' the opportunity to study
somewhere locally. Other
than that, they have to
go to Michigan State’s Ag
School or to Cornell Uni-
versity in upstate New
York or out to University
of California-Davis.

“It also gives us a tal-
ent pool. We have about
100 employees, and we
are hiring people. We have hired three students
who came out of the Lake Michigan program. Two
are still with us, one went out west. When we get
them, they are well-trained.”

John Braganini

Students pick grapes as part of their training.

Braganini says the 22 wineries in Southwest
Michigan all need people.

“When you are a small winery with one or two
employees, it’s hard to find people,” he said. “Hav-
ing our own winemaking college in the heart of the
winemaking district of Michigan speaks volumes
about our agricultural community I hope that at

some point in the future one of the community col-
leges up north would do the same because the fruit
and winemaking techniques in the southwest are
very different from up north.”

The most important lesson college students study-
ing for wine industry must learn is how to manage
the supply chain.

“It is the most essential component of the busi-
ness,” Braganini says. “And you must have a solid
plan for selling your product. There are a lot of mov-
ing parts in a winery.”

St. Julian, celebrating its centennial anniversary
this year, has six tasting rooms across the Lower
Peninsula. The busiest is in Union Pier, because of
its proximity to Interstate 94 and the Chicago mar-
ket, which drives tourism in Southwest Michigan.

“Wineries give tourists one more thing to do
here,” says Braganini, who learned valuable lessons
about the wine trade from his grandfather, Mariano
Meconi, an Italian immigrant who founded the com-
pany in 1921. “Tourists come to Michigan primarily
because of all the water. But the wine industry is
also a big contributing factor to tourism. Our tast-
ing rooms are busy year-round.”

Moyer acutely is mindful of the pairing between
wine and tourism.

“We have a tasting room in the Welch Center
where students gain experience interacting with
customers,” he said. “That’s a very important part
of our business and the wine industry in general,
especially in Southwest Michigan where tourism is
so important to the local economy.

“It is all synergistic. People come over here for an
art show, and they want to taste some wine on the
day they are not going to the art show. Similarly,
people going to the beach may want to taste some
wine while they are here. And people who like to
drink wine like to eat good food, and that helps the
restaurants.”

Some of the wineries, themselves, are full-blown
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Students process grapes at the Welch Center.
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entertainment venues,
such as Round Barn in
Baroda. During summer
weekends, thousands of
guests pay a small cover
charge to sip wine and
hear bands perform on a
stage amid the laid-back
vibe of the winery’s rolling
terrain.

Graduates of LMC’s
wine and viticulture pro-
gram need to master much
more than just pouring
wine. They learn how
to cultivate and harvest
grapes in several vineyard
blocks three miles away
from campus at Michigan
State University’s South-
west Michigan Research Extension Center.

“It’s the students’ classroom for viticulture,”
Moyer says. Most of the education takes place at
the Welch Center, equipped with a grape press, a
large fermentation tank, bottling rooms, a labora-
tory and a dry storage area. The center also has two
classrooms, three offices, a workroom and a com-
mons area for wine tasting and community educa-
tion classes.

Selected Half Pound

|6

7 1 B e

Freshly ground in store
several times daily!

81% Lean
Ground Beef

Selected 48 oz. Flavors

Selected Original
Tombstone

Stone Ridge
12" Pizzas

Ice Cream

5=

with Value
Plus card

with Value
Plus card

KARWICK PLAZA  PH. 879-4671

Bottles of Lake Michigan Vintners wine.

with Value y 1o

Plus card

OPEN DAILY 7 AM - 9 PM  alssupermarkets.com B3 Ficeioox

Upon harvest, students
bring grapes to the Welch
Center, where they are de-
stemmed and crushed be-
fore they begin managing
the fermentation process.

“We have a quality-
control class that analyzes
our wines,” Moyer says.

Most of the students are
from Southwest Michigan,
but they also come from
¥ nearby metropolitan areas
such as Chicago, South
Bend, Grand Rapids and
Kalamazoo. The program
concentrates its classroom
and field work into two
days a week to accommo-
date commuting students.
The program also draws students from more distant
places like New York, Wisconsin and Traverse City.
Those students typically live in the dorms on the
Benton Harbor campus.

Students range in age from those just out of high
school to retirees looking to launch a second career
or supplement their passion about wine and its cul-
ture. And oh, the places the program’s graduates

and interns go. Continued on Page 6
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“We’ve had students work in Virginia, the Fin-
ger Lakes region of New York, Oregon, Napa Valley,
even a few in New Zealand,” Moyer says.

But most stay closer to home, like Adam McBride,
owner and operatjohor of Hickory Creek Winery in
Buchanan. The 43-year-old former captain in the
U.S. Air Force who led logistics operations for two
multinational corporations was just awarded an
associate degree in applied science in wine and vi-
ticulture technology from LMC. He enrolled in the
program part time, not long after he bought Hickory
Creek in 2017 after seeing a notice in the agricul-
tural real-estate listings.

- —

Adam McBride at work at his Hickory Creek Winery.

His dream of becoming a winemaker took wing
when the Air Force assigned him to Ramstein Air

A

www.chesterfieldawning.com

Base in southwest Germany, where he helped man-
age logistics for NATO’s Allied Air Command. He
lived in a quaint winemaking village in the Mosel
Valley, one of Europe’s oldest wine-growing regions,
best known for its Riesling.

“There was a vineyard in my back yard,” McBride
says. “I just loved everything about it — the viti-
culture, meeting winemakers and going to festivals
and dinners. I told myself, “This is what I want to do
some day.’ When I returned to the U.S., I was never
able to shake it.”

Prior to buying Hickory Creek, he started mak-
ing wine at home and even went to California for
several months to take classes at the Napa Valley
Wine Academy. Shortly after buying Hickory Creek,
McBride met Moyer at a wine conference in Grand
Rapids and learned about LMC’s program.

“My thought was to squeeze in a course here and
there when I had the time,” McBride says. “But af-
ter taking a couple of classes the first semester, 1
was so impressed with the depth and professional-
ism of the faculty, the curriculum and the facilities.
I'm in a chemistry lab doing rigorous chemical tests
and quality analysis on the wines. I thought, “I've
got to keep going.”

Moyer says there were so many practical things
a novice winemaker like himself harvested from the
program.

“We might go over something in class on a Tues-
day morning, and I was applying the concept that
afternoon in my winery,” he said. “It was eye opening
for me when I sat down in my first class in January
2018. It took me by surprise in a very good way —
this coming from a guy who has had wine training in
Napa Valley and an MBA from Michigan State.

“I've been around the block from an educational
standpoint. This program is right up there with the
best that I have seen. I can’t say enough good things
about it.”

I\
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§ CALL NOW
219-809-1697
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School of American Music to Kick Off Family Concert Series

The School of American Music kicks off its first
family concert of the year, “A Valentine Serenade,”
at 3 p.m. EDT Sunday, Feb. 14, at Converge Commu-
nity Church, 601 W. Buffalo St., New Buffalo, Mich.

Organized by Phil Bauman, the program will fea-
ture vocalists Kim Jones, Matt Daniel and Bill Mc-
Murray accompanied by Lisa Kristina on piano and
Charles Steck on trumpet. The lineup of romantic
serenades includes music from “La
Boehme,” “The Magic Flute,” “Porgy
& Bess,” “West Side Story,” “South
Pacific!” and “Les Misérables,” as
well as selections from composers
ranging from Handel and Bizet
to Richard Rodgers, Jerome Kern
and Leonard Bernstein. Tickets are
free, but must be reserved online.
Donations are welcome. Social dis-
tancing will be observed and masks
required throughout the concert.

Daniel, a tenor, is in his 12th sea-
son with Lyric Opera of Chicago’s
chorus. He is well-known in the
Michiana area as a soloist, voice
teacher and co-founding member of
Tenors Three.

Jones, a soprano, is an alumna of
the Ryan Opera Center at Lyric Op-
era of Chicago. She has worked with
conductors such as Riccardo Muti
and Leonard Bernstein, and performed in Carnegie
Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, Philadelphia Academy of
Music and the Spoleto Festival in Italy.

McMurray, a baritone, has performed more than
40 operatic roles and as a soloist in Handel’s “Mes-
siah,” Mendelssohn’s “Elijah,” Vaughan Williams’
“Five Mystical Songs” and the Faure “Requiem.” He

Jones

POSH
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has appeared with the Chicago Symphony Orches-

tra and Chicago Arts Orchestra,
and worked with many regional or-
chestras around the U.S.

Steck teaches at Valparaiso and
Andrews universities, Lakeshore
High School, Portage High School
and Culver Academy. He has been
4 principal trumpet with LaPorte

County and Elkhart County sym-
phony orchestras, and a featured
trumpet and vocal soloist with the
St. Joseph (Mich.) Municipal Band,
the Tom Milo Big Band and the
North American Brass Co. In 2006,
he was named LCSO’s Most Out-
standing Musician.

Kristina has appeared in Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s “The Phantom of
the Opera” on Broadway, on tour in
the U.S. and in Germany. She has
toured internationally and played
keyboard for the Chicago Opera
Theater, New Philharmonic Orches-
tra, Elgin Symphony Orchestra, Il-
linois Philharmonic Orchestra and
Northwest Indiana Symphony.

The SAM concert series is sup-
ported by donations and a Pokagon
Fund grant. The next concert, “With
a Youthful Spirit,” is at 3 p.m. EDT
Sunday, March 14, at Converge
Church. It will feature the North-
west Indiana Youth Symphony Mu-
sical Ensembles.

Visit https:/schoolofamericanmusic.com for more
information.

Steck

Kristina
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Director, Star of “Prancer” Pay Tribute to Cloris Leachman
by Andrew Tallackson

Hollywood lost one of its shining
stars last week, one who left an in-
delible mark here through a movie
that became a perennial Christmas
favorite.

Cloris Leachman died Wednes-
day, Jan. 27, at 94, at her home in
Encinitas, Calif. The Des Moines,
Iowa, native held the distinction of
winning eight Primetime Emmys
from 22 Emmy nominations, as
well as a Best Supporting Actress
Oscar for Peter
Bogdanovich’s “The
Last Picture Show”
(1971).

Here in LaPorte
County and espe-
cially Three Oaks,
Mich., Leachman is
remembered for her
scenery-chewing
turn in “Prancer”
(1989) in which she
played Mrs. McFar-
land, the eccentric
recluse who takes
a liking to free-spir-
ited 8-year-old Jes-
sica Riggs (Rebecca

Hancock

Harrell).
The Beacher
reached out to
the film’s Oscar-
nominated  direc-
tor, John Hancock Harrell Tickell
(“Bang the Drum

Slowly”), and its star, Rebecca Harrell Tickell, to
share their thoughts on the beloved actress. Since
“Prancer,” Hancock, a Galena Township resident,
has directed films such as “A Piece of Eden,” “The
Looking Glass” and “The Girls of Summer.” Harrell
Tickell, now a filmmaker and environmental activ-
ist, is 40 and married with children. She is the co-
director with her husband, Josh, of the 2020 Netflix
documentary “Kiss the Ground,” which has earned
Oscar buzz for a Best Documentary nomination.
Q
John Hancock

Cloris had such range. A beautiful woman with-
out vanity. Who could forget her mustache as Nurse
Diesel? I remember her so well in “The Last Picture
Show.” An entirely different Cloris. Boy, that picture
was well cast!

Gus Van Sant (I think it was) said he spent a great
deal of time pretending to understand what actors

F
o
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Cloris Leachman is photographed with Rebecca Harrell on the set of John Hancock’s “Prancer.”

said to him. I had that with Cloris. Really never un-
derstood a word she said. I think she lost a son to
an overdose, so there was an undertone of unspoken
sorrow, but mainly she was a wag: poking her finger
in the yolk of someone’s sunnyside up at breakfast,
flashing her breasts in the bar of the Holiday Inn on
Pine Lake Avenue. Her performance was in a slight-
ly different style than the rest of the cast, but I let
her do it, and it worked. Love the moment when she
takes the candle from the little boy.
d
Rebecca Harrell Tickell

As a 9-year-old working with Cloris on “Prancer,
I remember her bold sense of humor and ingenious
improv. We both decided to do the stunt ourselves
of me getting away on the sled under the gate. She
cursed the whole time. She equally made me laugh
and terrified me. She had no shame. I absolutely
loved her.

»
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Michigan City Public Library

The library is open, but with restrictions in place.

Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Saturday.
There is no public seating. The library also follows
LaPorte County Health Department’s Public Health
Order Face Covering Mandate by requiring masks
inside the building. Every individual must wear a
face covering over his/her nose and mouth at indoor
areas open to the public. The circulation and refer-
ence desks will have masks available for $1.

The following services are temporarily suspend-
ed: public programs and meetings; literacy tutoring;
MakerSpace/3-D printing; study rooms; homebound
service; interlibrary loan; puppets; puzzles; blocks
and children’s AWE computers in Youth Services;
Ellison die cut machine; public faxing; microfilm
use; magazine/book sale; and accepting donations.

Access is limited to the computer lab: One session
(up to one hour) per person per day is allowed. Due
to social-distancing guidelines, only one person at
a station at a time. Children are not allowed in the
computer lab with parents/guardians.

One computer is reserved for genealogy research,
with time limited to one hour per person per day.

Four charging tables allow a limit of 30 minutes
per use (no seating is available at these stations).

WiFi is available throughout the building and ex-
terior/parking lot.

The following virtual programming is scheduled:
® The Online Graphic Novel Club returns with Alex

Sanchez’s You Brought Me the Ocean. The Zoom

meetup is Jan. 28. Contact Jonathan at (219) 873-

3045 or email YSonline@mclib.org to register.
® Great Decisions returns in February through

Zoom. Discussion booklets are limited and avail-

able at the circulation desk. Call Robin Kohn at

(219) 873-3049 for more details.

e Craft kits are available weekly. Children can
make a photo album, with all supplies available.
Children also can pick up a “Crow Kit.” Available
now is “Cool Critters and Waddling Penguins.”
Michigan City Public Library is located at 100 E.

Fourth St. Visit www.mclib.org for more details.

Valentine Weekend
Friday, February 12th - Sunday, February 14th 4 — 9gpm
Special Valentine Menu from Chef Rick
Reservations Recommended

4125 Franklin e Michigan City
219.873.9401
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GRILLE
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Had “Promising Young Woman” been released in
the ’80s, it would have been about violence. Venge-
ful violence, exacted by women against men who
wronged them. Pulpy fare exploiting feminist rage
for cheap thrills.

But having arrived as a product of the #metoo
era, “Promising Young Woman” is about the scars of
violence. And because of that, it has more bite. This
movie stings. It isn’t afraid to push buttons. It’s also
sensational entertainment, toying with your expec-
tations and delivering a career-best from its star,
Carey Mulligan.

The Oscar-nominated actress (“An Education,”
“The Great Gatsby”) stars as Cassie, and we only
get bits and pieces of her backstory at a time. What
we do know is that she’s 30, living at home with her
parents (Jennifer Coolidge and Clancy Brown) and
working at a local coffee shop. Seven years earlier,
she attended medical school with her best friend,
Nina. Something terrible happened. We don’t quite
know what or to whom. We have our suspicions. But
now, in the evenings, Cassie heads to local bars,
dressed insanely provocative and feigning being
blitzed out of her mind. When men take her home
for the night, seeing her as easy prey, Cassie springs
into action. Intent on teaching them a lesson. Not
the fatal kind, but the Karmic type that leaves scars
both literal and symbolic.

Now, this may sound like trash: grindhouse ex-
ploitation dressed up as Oscar season bait. It is not.
No gratuitous gore, sex or violence. The film has

“Promising Young
® Woman” is a Revenge
Tale With Bite, a Brain

by Andrew Tallackson
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Promising Young Woman
Running time: 113 minutes. VOD, in theaters. Rated R
for strong violence, including sexual assault, language
throughout, some sexual material and drug use

more on its mind, thanks in large part to Mulligan,
who never once treats Cassie as a #metoo termina-
tor. The performance is consumed by anguish. Pene-
trating eyes that bore through alpha male exteriors.
Mulligan creates a woman who may never heal, and
that is far more wrenching than a woman who de-
rives pleasure from inflicting pain. Cassie, indeed,
is a #metoo symbol: still standing, but the sadness
remains etched all over her face.

“Promising Young Woman” marks the directing
debut of Emerald Fennell, a familiar face in British
television, specifically on PBS’ “Call the Midwife”
and as Camilla Parker Bowles on Netflix’s “The
Crown.” What she’s created here is a revenge fanta-
sy with a brain. The film is not about Cassie turning
to violence as a twisted cathartic release. She wants
these men, particularly those with a link to her
past, to learn from their mistakes. To understand
why their behavior left a damaging trail. As these
men, Fennell casts likeable actors playing against
type — Adam Brody, Christopher Mintz-Plasse, Bo
Burnham — to conflict with our notions of the type
of person with potential for violence. And in dolling
up Cassie in evening wear that ranges from stew-
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Cassie (Carey Mulligan) finds a relationship that appears healthy
and supportive with a young pediatrician (Bo Burnham).

ardess to nurse, Fennell, again, is toying with audi-
ence expectations: the male sex fantasies of desir-
able women.

“Promising Young Woman” carefully plots its
course toward a payoff that, in the context of Cassie’s
world, is enormously satisfying, but doesn’t hold
water once you consider it in greater detail. With-
out letting any spoilers slip, let’s just say, there is
no way everything could lock into place that quickly.

However, we are willing to cut the movie some
slack. For much of “Promising Young Woman,”
Cassie represents so much pain and sorrow, a little
payback, well, it’s just what the doctor ordered.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com
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“The White Tiger” is a Compelling Look at Raw Ambition

by Andrew Tallackson

4

Balram (Adarsh Gourav, right) becomes friends with his boss’ son and daughter-in-law (Rajkummar Rao, Priyanka Chopra Jonas) in “The White Tiger.”

Consider “The White Tiger” a cynical cousin to
“Slumdog Millionaire.” It’s not interested in lifting
your spirits, as Danny Boyle’s 2008 Oscar winner
did, but in crafting a world where the underdog
says, screw it, I'll do whatever it takes to succeed.

By shucking any and all sentimentality, “The
White Tiger” makes for compelling storytelling. You
may not be moved by it, but you cannot dispute, it’s
never dull.

Now streaming on Netflix, the film, based on Ara-
vind Adiga’s 2008 best-seller, weaves between past
and present. Opening in 2010, we meet entrepre-
neur Balram Halwai (Adarsh Gourav) right before
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao is scheduled to visit
India. Balram, arguing the Chinese, not Americans,
are the ideal business model, writes a long email
to Jiabao, telling his life story and how he made it
to “the top.” In it, we learn how Balram grew up in
Laxmangarh, earning a scholarship to a school in
Delhi because of his advanced English and literacy
skills. His teacher calls him a “white tiger,” a meta-
phor for a once-in-a-generation individual. Howev-
er, after his father’s death, Balram is forced to leave
school and work for the family, which smashes coal
for the village landlord, who operates like the feudal
systems of old.

Balram realizes the only way to get ahead in
life is to become a driver for the landlord. It is the

“The White Tiger”

Running time: 125 minutes. Netflix. Rated R for
language, violence and sexual material

first step in Balram’s relentless drive, his ingenu-
ity, to adapt. He takes driving lessons. He talks a
good game to the landlord, which gets him hired. He
blackmails Driver No. 1 into leaving, thus securing
his position. Again, whatever it takes.

The landlord’s son and daughter-in-law, Ashok
(Rajkummar Rao) and Pinky (Priyanka Chopra
Jonas, who also serves as the film’s executive pro-
ducer), have spent years in America. They are a
tricky blend of old and new worlds. They don’t care
for Ashok’s father — Pinky, especially, would prefer
to return to America — so they embark on ways to
enfold Balram into their world.

This is only Gourav’s second film, and he is capti-
vating as Balram. This is a portrait of raw ambition,
an unceasing drive for wealth. Gourav operates on a
level of relentless persistence, pouring good humor
and wicked honesty into “The White Tiger.”

The turning point of the film, hinted at during
the opening sequence, is a fatal car crash in which a
young child is killed. The landlord insists that Bal-
ram take the fall for it, that he will honor the family
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by doing so. The look on Gourav’s face is crushing.
A sense of duty to the family and the realization he
will never be fully accepted by it.

From there, writer-director Ramin Bahrani (the
HBO remake of “Fahrenheit 451”) does not look
back. His film places
Balram in survival
mode, doing every-
thing in his power to
trump the impossible
odds staring him di-
rectly in the face.

That pessimism
wears you down. Bah-
rani is blunt in mak-
ing his point, rapidly
editing the images to-
gether, the Bollywood
score pounding away
at times. The last act
of the film even fac-
tors a shocking mur-
der into the equation.

Does Balram re-
tain his humanity?
Chopra dJonas, who
acts her heart out
as Pinky, offers him
the most pressing advice: “The moment you recog-
nize what is beautiful in this world, you stop being
a slave.” Whether he takes that wisdom to heart
at the end remains to be seen. I have my theories.
In some respects, that open-ended nature to “The
White Tiger” leaves us uncertain as to how we feel
about Balram.

We certainly are not bored by him. Can’t deny
that.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas, who serves
as an executive producer on the film,
gives a sensational performance.
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Central Avenue Beach in Indiana Dunes National
Park has reopened thanks to an Army Corps of En-
gineers project that placed 56,000 tons of sand there.

The beach area was closed since spring 2020 due
to severe erosion from high Lake Michigan water
levels. The Army Corps of Engineers project was
the second sand-nourishment effort at the national
park in the last year. The other occurred in fall 2020
at Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk.

This winter, access to Central Beach is down a

steep sandy slope. According to a press release,
walking down the slope can be difficult, and the re-
turn climb is strenuous. Individuals need to decide
based on their own abilities if they are capable of
the climb.

After erosion from winter and spring storms
concludes, park staff will be able to restore a more
gradual access path down to the Beverly Shores
beach in time for the summer beach season.

All photos by Paul Kemiel
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Kirby, Burstyn Give Everything They’ve Got in “Pieces of a Woman”
by Andrew Tallackson

Vanessa Kirby and Shia LaBeouf star as a couple dealing with loss in “Pieces of a Woman.”

“Pieces of a Woman” is like watching a film school
project, or something by a Tarantino-type who
knows plenty about movies, specifically what gets
critics jacked up.

We have:

The arty title.

Showy visuals.

Grim subject matter.

Oscar-bait monologues.

It feels a tad calculated. Having said that, and
likely having come across as a cynical poop here, 1
still recommend “Pieces of a Woman” for two rea-
sons: Vanessa Kirby and Ellen Burstyn. These two
actresses devour the material with a fearlessness
that makes it watchable. You are moved by the end,
and it’s because of them.

Now streaming on Netflix, “Pieces of a Woman”
is based on a 2018 play by Kornél Mundruczé and
Kata Wéber, with the two returning as director and
writer, respectively, for the film.

It opens with an unmarried couple, Martha (Kir-
by) and Sean (Shia LaBeouf), on the cusp of becom-
ing parents. A home birth is planned, and when
Martha’s water breaks, her scheduled midwife is
unavailable, a substitute, Eva (Molly Parker), ar-
riving in her place. Eva is confident, calming. Ready
to take charge.

The birth encompasses the first 30 minutes of
“Pieces of a Woman,” all of it filmed in one take. No
editing. The camera follows every step of the pro-

<« . 3
Pieces of a Woman
Running time: 126 minutes. Netflix. Rated R for language,
sexual content, graphic nudity and brief drug use

cess. Initially, it feels show-offy, distracting...until
we realize why the birth is presented this way. This
is a film about grief, about the ability for some to
survive it, and others to be consumed by its bru-
tal grip. Martha ultimately will lose the baby, and
by staging the birth in one take, we feel like we’ve
been privy to everything, that it hasn’t been edited,
shaped, to convey Martha’s point of view.

Once the baby perishes in Martha’s arms, her
domineering mother, Elizabeth (Burstyn), takes
charge, filing a wrongful death lawsuit against the
midwife that draws intense media focus, and prod-
ding Sean into believing he was never good enough
for Martha.

The opening 30 minutes of “Pieces of a Woman”
are such an exhaustive roller coaster, what ensues
almost does not recover from it. The story charts
how grief, particularly from the loss of a child, drives
a wedge between people, threatening to destroy
them. As the story progresses month by month, the
sadness of it all becomes consuming, to the point of
numbing the viewer into submission...capped off by
a full-frontal nudity shot of LaBeouf that, I believe I
speak confidently, the world did not need to witness.
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Ellen Burstyn delivers one of her best performances in
years in “Pieces of a Woman.”

Kirby and Burstyn, though, are remarkable. I
still maintain that once Kirby and Claire Foy left
“The Crown,” the series nearly lost its mojo. Kirby,
as Princess Margaret, wow — you couldn’t take your
eyes off of her. When she wasn’t engaged in the art
of seduction, her eyes flickered with mischief, her
body language a carefully calculated mix of yearn-
ing, boredom and resentment.

Here, in “Pieces of a Woman,” her performance is
raw. Cool calm on the surface, a crushing sense of
emptiness beneath. You ache for Martha, and you
understand, too, what drives her mother, Elizabeth,
into repeatedly calling the shots. Elizabeth has a
monologue that links her and her family back to the
Holocaust. In the hands of any lesser actress, the
scene might have been shameless Oscar bait. But
in Burstyn, the moment is a wrenching reminder
of Elizabeth’s own scars, ones that all these years
later never healed.

Burstyn gives the moment her all, and it is a ca-
thartic release not only for her, but for Martha as
well, whose final courtroom scene is beautifully re-
alized by Kirby, the actress dialing it down consid-
erably and still packing a wallop.

We are affected by the final scene, the understand-
ing that now exists between mother and daughter.
And we have Kirby and Burstyn to thank for that.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com
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“Blow the Man Down” Feels Like
a Pale Imitation of “Fargo”

by Andrew Tallackson

Mary Beth (Moergan Saylor) and Priscilla (Sophie
Lowe) dispose of a body in “Blow the Man Down.”

“Blow the Man Down” is sort of the amateur hour
version of “Fargo.”

Streaming on Amazon Prime, the film marks the
writing-directing debut of Bridget Savage Cole and
Danielle Krudy. They have all the key ingredients
for a darkly comic thriller: secrets, murder, twisted
humor. And, it is a rarity where women drive the
action; hence, its social media popularity amid CO-
VID-19.

There is good stuff here, but the movie feels like
it’s one beat behind where it should be. Perpetually
in the ghostly shadow of “Fargo.”

“Blow the Man Down” is set in one of those Maine
fishing villages that crime writers adore. An insular
community, isolated from the rest of the world. The
kind where the villagers know each other’s busi-
ness, yet somehow, a murder slips past their watch-
ful gazes.

We meet sisters Mary Beth (Morgan Saylor) and
Priscilla (Sophie Lowe) who, as the film begins, are
mourning their mother’s death, although her pass-
ing prompts more anger than sorrow. Mom, it seems,
did not plan for the future, saddling her daughters
not only with debt, but also the possibility of los-
ing the family business. Out for a drink after the
funeral, Mary Beth heads to the local bar, even-
tually leaving with a guy (Ebon Moss-Bachrach)
who seems friendly enough. But when Mary Beth
unexpectedly sees something she shouldn’t have,

“Blow the Man Down”

Running time: 91 minutes. Amazon Prime. Rated R for
language, some violence, sexual material and brief drug use

he turns aggressive. The outcome? Mary Beth, in
self-defense, shoves a fatal fishing harpoon into his
throat.

Mary Beth turns to her sweet sister for help.
You’d think the sensible Priscilla would go to the
police. Nope. Her solution — chop the guy up, stuff
him into a fish cooler and toss him into the sea. A
gruesome fate not quite as memorable as the gnarly
wood chipper from “Fargo,” but it’s enough to spur
an ensuing police investigation, and rising sus-
picions from the town’s “mother hens” who carry
themselves as if knowing what’s best.

It all sounds delicious, a crime thriller where the
guilty parties are lambs dodging the slaughter. Cole
and Krudy, as directors, have assembled a juicy
cast as the townsfolk, including June Squibb (the
Oscar-nominee from “Nebraska”), Annette O’Toole
(“Smallville”) and Marceline Hugot (“Better Call
Saul”). They play a trio of women whose primary
target is Enid (the marvelous Margo Martindale,
last seen as Bella Abzug in Hulu’s “Mrs. America”),
who runs the local brothel as the town’s way to keep
aggressive sailors in line.
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Character actress Margo Martindale steals her fair share of
scenes in “Blow the Man Down.”

The four veteran character actresses circle each
other as if part of some wary dance. They are the
best part of the movie, to be sure. But herein lies
the problem with “Blow the Man Down.” The emo-
tional core of the picture is the two sisters, and we
are more interested in the bitchy townsfolk. Saylor
and Lowe, as Mary Beth and Priscilla, are a bit of a
snooze. There is no life to their performances, and
their dialogue is equally flat. Ditto the two police
officers, played by Will Brittain and Skipp Sud-
duth, although at least Brittain’s character is smart
enough to realize when he’s being bamboozled.

We also have singing fishermen — yes, singing
fishermen —who exist as the movie’s Greek chorus,
their songs offering parallels to the actions of the
sisters, but it just doesn’t work, like it belongs in a
different movie.

At the very least, “Blow the Man Down” confirms
Cole and Krudy, as writers and directors, have po-
tential. The seeds of promise are there, and the final
shot is perfection.

Their next film, let’s sincerely hope, will deliver
the goods.

Contact Andrew Tallackson at drew@thebeacher.
com
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JROTC Remains Active During COVID-19

Michigan City High School’s Marine Corps Ju-
nior Reserve Officer Training Corps continued to
support school activities despite restrictions stem-
ming from COVID-19.

The cadets provided color guards for the Boys
basketball game against Munster, and the Girls
and Boys doubleheader against LaPorte. They also
assisted the gymnastics team with equipment re-
quired for a home meet.

Maj. Tom McGrath, the senior Marine instructor,
noted in a press release the cadets’ enthusiasm and
desire to return to a normal active routine.

“It has been tough on the cadets, particularly the
seniors, to not have had a military drill competition
yet this year,” he said.

McGrath remains hopeful the school can host a
drill meet March 20.

“I am optimistic that there will still be a nation-
al MCJROTC drill championship in Washington,
D.C.,” he said, “and that we can earn a spot in that
competition.”

Other activities in which the cadets normally par-
ticipate are the leadership camp at the St. John’s
Northwestern Military Academy in Delafield, Wis.,
in June and the National JROTC Drill Camp near
San Antonio, Texas, in July.

“Due to the lack of public exposure because of
numerous COVID-related cancellations, I am fear-
ing that our enrollment will drop for the next school
year,” McGrath said. “The Drill Camp would be par-
ticularly beneficial, as we have lost much time this
year in developing our younger cadets.”

The Marine Corps requires schools to have 100
cadets to maintain the JROTC program at MCHS.
All activities are completely funded by the Marine
Corps, with help for incidental expenses provided
by the MCJROTC Booster Club.
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LCSO In the Spotlight

Scott Kurtzweil (center), photographed during a concert
with LaPorte County Symphony Orchestra.

Editor’s note — This week, we kick off a weekly
spotlight, provided by Tim King, LaPorte Coun-
ty Symphony Orchestra executive director, that
highlights its talented musicians.

Scott Kurtzweil is in his sixth season as prin-
cipal clarinet with LCSO. He also serves as the
operations manager, handling the setup for re-
hearsals and performances.

A free-lance woodwind musician and teacher
throughout northern Indiana and Southwest
Michigan, Kurtzweil also runs his own small
business, creating custom woodwind mouthpiec-
es. The Artist-in-Residence for Buchanan (Mich.)
Community Schools, he has a Bachelor of Music
from Western Michigan University and a Master
of Music from the University of Maryland.

Outside of music, he is an adult volunteer
with the Boy Scouts of America and sails with
his family.
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Indiana Dunes National Park

Indiana Dunes National Park is offering virtual
ranger chats for teachers and students through a
variety of media methods.

The programs can cover a wide range of topics
and grade levels. IDNP educators can customize
programs to meet teacher preferences. For example,
the park can bring Max, the milk snake, into a vir-
tual classroom to teach about animal adaptations.

No Maple Sugar tours at Chellberg Farm are
planned, but a virtual presentation about maple
sugaring, complete with activities and connections
to the area’s history, is offered.

Visit www.nps.gov/indu or www.facebook.com/
IndianaDunesNPS for a list of regular programs,
then call the scheduling office at (219) 395-1885 for
more details.

a

Snowshoes are available for free checkout from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily, with at least a 2-inch snow
base required, at The Paul H. Douglas Center for
Environmental Education.

Snowshoe sizes are available for kids and adults.
They can be used to explore the three-mile-long
Miller Woods trail system that leads visitors on an
easy to moderate hike through oak savanna and
dune habitats. Inside the Douglas Center are exhib-
its, a live animal display and “Nature Backpacks”
stocked with supplies and nature guides. Wear a
face covering when inside the center and maintain
social distancing on the trails.

a

The Visitor Center is at 1215 N. Indiana 49, Por-
ter. The Paul H. Douglas Center is at 100 N. Lake
St. in Gary’s Miller Beach neighborhood. Call (219)
395-1882 or visit www.nps.gov /indu for additional
information.

Harbor Country Hikers

Harbor Country Hikers will head to Indiana
Dunes National Park’s Glenwood Dunes for a 2.5-
mile hike at 2 p.m. EDT Saturday, Feb. 6.

HCH President Pat Fisher will highlight the gla-
cial features and nearby Great Marsh and Toleston
shorelines. The trails there are part of an extensive
system featuring interconnected loops ranging from
less than a mile to nearly 15 miles. The paths are
popular with hikers, runners, horseback riders and
cross-country skiers.

Hikers should dress in layers, wear a warm hat
and take water. Depending on the weather, there
may be muddy or icy areas. Social distancing and
face masks are required.

HCH will meet in the parking lot at 1596 N. Ke-
mil Road (County Road 300 East), Chesterton. Visit
www.harborcountryhikers.com/events for details.
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REMODELING CONSTRUCTION

« ROOM ULLING « 4 SEASON
ADDITIONS ROOMS

CONSTRUCTION INC.
« SIDING * CONCRETE
« DECKS 219-861-6341 o MASONRY
www.hullingsconstruction.com
 GARAGES « FLOORING

Nancy Schlndler
Nov. 10, 1929-Jan. 15, 2021

Born on her parents’ farm in Pulaski County,
she was preceded in death by her father, Edward
O’Connor, mother, Marie (Costello) O’Connor, all of
her siblings in birth order, Francis, Joan (Render),
Richard, Ellen (Essling) Timothy, two husbands,
John O’Neill and Ferdinand Schindler, and her
daughter, Mary Webster (O’Neill).

She is survived by her son, Patrick O’Neill (Tam),
four grandchildren, Emily Nozawa (Webster), Madi
Ashour (Webster), Miles Webster and Hannah O’Neill,
and two great-grandchildren, Rose Marie Nozawa
and Theodore Nozawa, all of whom live in Colorado.

She met Ferdinand Schindler in Winamac, Ind.,
and they married in October 1968, living in Michi-
gan City. Ferd was director of library services at In-
diana State Prison. Nancy was a homemaker and
wrote a weekly column for The Beacher from about
1970 to 1987 called “The Culinary Corner,” which
consisted of recipes and her observations about life.

Nancy and Ferd retired to Colorado Springs in
1987 to be near her children and grandchildren.
Shortly after her daughter, Mary, died in 2007, the
Schindlers moved into an assisted living facility in
Denver, where Ferd died in 2016.

She had many dogs and cats, and loved all ani-
mals. She enjoyed gardening, knitting, reading, writ-
ing, swimming, travel and politics. Donations can be
made in her name to a local Dumb Friends League.

LEEDS PUBLIC HOUSE

401 Franklin St., Michigan City

219-814-4530 ° leedspublichouse.com

Monday & Tuesday - Closed * Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Michiana’s Yoga Oasis

Classes Everyday

Drop Ins Welcome
Student/Senior Discounts
Private Instruction
Teacher Training

Visit our website for class times and events
at DancingFeetYoga.Com

19135 West US Highway 12
Mew Buffalo, Michigan
268-469-1966

yoga

1260 E. Michigan Blvd.
Michigan City, IN

De Vries Tire Co.

219 874-4261

Serving the Michigan City Area since 1968

Firestone Tires

specializing in:
Computerized Alignments
Air Conditioning Repairs
Mechanical Repairs

- - — i n!_,.ulf u}"r' ]"Gﬁ{/
Eo_w offering onlme ordering through our website;
. :-and‘caterlng for Iunch or dmner'
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Fernwood Botanical Garden

e “Meet the Greats: Fernwood Virtual Lec-
ture Series” from 7 to 8 p.m. EDT Thursday,
Feb. 4.

The series continues with “Daniel J. Hinkley:

Windcliff: A Story of People, Plants,

l.. and Gardens.”

k‘ |  In 1987, Hinkley and partner
j Robert Jones founded Heronswood

u“"

'8 Nursery and gardens in Washington
| state. Introducing rare and unusual
plants, the endeavor led Hinkley
into the wilds across the globe for
more than 20 years. He has spent
his career plant hunting, writing,
speaking and conducting plant research. A native
of north central Michigan, he began his academic
career as a horticulture student at Michigan State
University.

Hinkley will share images, principles, philoso-
phies and practicalities that helped him create his
second garden, Windcliff, that sits on a high bluff
overlooking Puget Sound in Washington.

Tickets cost $40, or $32 for members.

e Live Stream Yoga from 10-11:15 a.m. EDT
Fridays and Wednesdays through February.

Deirdre leads weekly sessions to bolster immuni-
ty through stretching and meditative movement set
in Fernwood’s Winter Gardens. If unable to attend
the live-stream session, email Deirdre (dguthrie@
fernwoodbotanical.org) for a Zoom link.

Visit https://spore-studios.com/yoga/ for more in-
formation and to register.

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve
is located at 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich.
Call (269) 695-6491 or visit www.fernwoodbotani-
cal.org for more information and to confirm the sta-
tus of classes.

Hinkley

PLUMBING
& HEATING
1600 Lake St., La Porte

219-362-6251
Toll Free 1-800-393-4449

Specializing in Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning, Heat Pumps,
Radiant Heat Boilers, Water Heaters,
& Sewer Services

* Residential « Commercial ® Industrial
“Big Enough To Serve You...
Small Enough To Know You...”

American
Red Cross

The American Red Cross LaPorte County Chapter
will sponsor the following bloodmobiles:

e South Central Junior-Senior High School, 9808
S. County Road 600 West, Union Mills, 8:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 5.

¢ First Church of God, 2020 E. Lincolnway, La-
Porte, noon-6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 8.

Donors must be in good general health and feeling
well, at least 17 (16 with parental consent) and weigh
at least 110 pounds. Call (800) 733-2767 or visit red-
crossblood.org for more details. Visit rcblood.org/
together for more details.

Indiana Dunes State Park

The following programs will be offered.:

e To the Beach & Back Discovery Hike at
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 6.

Wear hiking shoes during the one-mile moderate
hike starting at the Nature Center.

e Superb-Owl Hike at 10:30 a.m. Sunday,
Feb. 7.

The one-mile flat hike through owl habitats sheds
light on owl adaptations in the dunes.

d

e COVID-19 program safety precautions.

Pre-registration is required for all programs to
properly meet gathering guidance restrictions. So-
cial distancing must be practiced by staying at least
6 feet away from others. Masks or other face cover-
ings of the nose and mouth are required.

e Snowshoe Rentals are available at the Na-
ture Center.

Snowshoeing is offered as long as 6 inches of
snow is on the ground. A driver’s license is needed,
and the cost is $5 for the day. (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) Call
the Nature Center to ask about snow conditions.

Indiana Dunes State Park is at 1600 N. County
Road 25 East (the north end of Indiana 49), Ches-
terton. Call (219) 926-1390 to register for programs
or for more information.

LIVE TALK

= 95.1
RADIO B WM
CALL IN LINE RS
219-861-1632 - gty

DURING LIVE SHOWS

Fhe Talk of the South Shore
Office: 219-809-0445 - Fax: 219-879-9813
We Stream Live 24/7 All Over the World!

wimsradio.com
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Activities to Explore

In the Area:

Feb. 6 — To the Beach & Back Discovery Hike,
10:30 a.m., Indiana Dunes State Park, 1600 N.
County Road 25 East, Chesterton. Registration:
(219) 926-1390.

Feb. 6 — Harbor Country Hikers, 2 p.m. EDT/1
p.m. CDT, Indiana Dunes National Park’s Glenwood
Dunes. Meet @ parking lot, 1596 N. Kemil Road
(County Road 300 East), Chesterton. Info www.
harborcountryhikers.com/events

Feb. 7 — Superb-Owl Hike, 10:30 a.m., Indiana
Dunes State Park, 1600 N. County Road 25 East,
Chesterton. Registration: (219) 926-1390.

Feb. 14 — The School of American Music family
concert, “A Valentine Serenade,” 3 p.m. EDT, Con-
verge Community Church, 601 W. Buffalo St., New
Buffalo, Mich. Free; donations welcome. Reserva-
tions: https://schoolofamericanmusic.com

Through March 31 — Dale Cooper installation
(3-D paper flowers), The Legacy Center Gallery @
Queen of All Saints Catholic Church, 1719 E. Bark-
er Ave. Gallery hours: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Info: jessicar@
qas.org

Through June 5 — New exhibits, “Lost and
Looking” & “Pipelines and Borderlines: The Art of
Survival,” Lubeznik Center for the Arts, 101 W. Sec-
ond St. Info: www.lubeznikcenter.org

In the Region

Feb. 4 — “Meet the Greats: Fernwood Virtual
Lecture Series,” 7-8 p.m. EDT. Through Fernwood
Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve, 13988
Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Cost: $40, $32/mem-
bers. Info/registration: www.fernwoodbotanical.org,
(269) 695-6491.

Fridays and Wednesdays through February
— Live Stream Yoga, 10-11:15 a.m. EDT. Through
Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature Preserve,
13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich. Info: https:/
spore-studios.com/yoga/

Through March 7 — New exhibits, Elkhart’s
Midwest Museum of American Art, 429 S. Main St.
Exhibits: “The Blue Ribbon Collection: The Amish
Acres Arts & Crafts Festival”; “Adam Grant: A Ho-
locaust Remembrance;” “Gabor Peterdi: The Early
Works.” Info: www.midwestmuseum.us, (574) 293-
6660.

Through March 12 — Student exhibit, Art Barn
School of Art, 695 N. County Road 400 East, Val-
paraiso. Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tue., Thur.,
Fri./10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Info: (219) 462-9009, www.
artbarnschool.org

Through March 28 — New exhibits, KAC Mem-
bers’ Show & local ceramist Jennifer Zona, Krasl Art
Center, 707 Lake Blvd., St. Joseph, Mich. Hours:
11 a.m.-5 p.m. EDT Fri.-Mon. Info: www.krasl.org,
(269) 983-0271

Virtual Wine Tasting

Unity Foundation of LaPorte County will host a
Virtual Wine Tasting at 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 11.

The cost is a $25 donation. Participants can
purchase featured wines at Al’s Supermarkets in
LaPorte and at Karwick Plaza. Visit tinyurl.com/
y3sks22h for details. A virtual event link will be
sent closer to the date.

A Notice to Our Readers

The Beacher will continue the
following office hours for now

Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Thank you for your patience
during the COVID-19 pandemic

The Beacher, 911 Franklin St. « (219) 879-0088 - beacher@thebeacher.com

Become a Patron!

For more than 35 years, The Beacher
has existed as a free newspaper, and it
will continue to do so.
Amid the pandemic,
however, small
newspapers Aacross
the country are
finding additional
ways to financially
support themselves.
So, we've created
a page where
you can support
us by becoming a
Beacher patron.

TEm

Seaches

Visit patreon.com/thebeacher
to make a contribution
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CLASSIFIED RATES - (For First 2 Lines.)
1-3 ads - $8 ea. ** 4 or more ads - $6.50 ea. (Additional lines- $1 ea.)
PHONE: (219) 879-0088 - Email: classads@thebeacher.com

CLASSIFIED ADS MUST BE RECEIVED BY
10 a.m. FRIDAY PRIOR TO THE WEEK OF PUBLICATION

Local family trying to find their forever home!
We grew up in the area and want to become part of the beach community
again. Seeking 2,500+ square feet, 3BR+ home with two-car garage.
Call (765) 560-3293 if you are thinking about selling your house.

Long Time LB Family Ready to Start New Stage!
Looking to purchase 3-4 BR, 2+ bath home within walking distance to beach.
If you are thinking of selling, call Nick at (312) 531-0500

THE LAUNDRY DROP. A wash-dry-fold service for your busy lifestyle.
Dry cleaning accepted. Located at 16170 Red Arrow Highway, Suite C5,
Union Pier, Mich. Call (269) 231-5469.

CLOROX WIPES, INFRARED THERMOMETERS — FIRME’S
U.S. 12, Beverly Shores - Just West of Traffic Light — (219) 874-4003.
Michigan City store temporarily closed — (219) 874-3455.

8-10-12-15 & 20 yard dumpster rentals
Lakeshore Rolloff and Demolition - (269) 426-3868

THE BOOKWORM, 11576 W. U.S. 30, Suite B, Wanatah
Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Daily/Closed Thurs. & Sun.
New Special: presidential, political and biographical books, 50% off. Also,
check our weekly in-store specials.
(219) 733-2403 - www.bookwormwanatah.com

Reprographic Arts Inc. Signs, banners, posters, custom T-shirts, decals,
presentation boards, lamination, vehicle graphics, vinyl lettering, embroi-
dery. Founded in 1970. Locally owned and operated.
www.reprographicarts.com

COMFORT KEEPERS
Providing Comforting Solutions For In-Home Care
Homemakers, attendants, companions
From 2 to 24 hours a day (including live-ins)
Personal emergency response systems
All of our compassionate caregivers are screened,
bonded, insured, and supervised.
Call us at (877) 711-9800
Or visit www.comfortkeepers.com

CLEANING SOLUTIONS. Home & office cleaning services,
24 yrs. exp. Insured, free estimates. Call (219) 210-0580

FINISHING TOUCH: Residential/Commercial/Specialty Cleaning Service
Professional - Insured - Bonded — Uniformed
#1 in Customer Satisfaction. Phone (219) 872-8817.

BRIDGET’S QUALITY CLEANING - Satisfaction Guaranteed!!
Serving the community for over 14 years. Bonded and Insured
Homes - Rentals - Offices « Receive your free estimate today!

Bridget 219-241-9341 or email
BridgetsQualityCleaning@yahoo.com

OLD FASHIONED WINDOW CLEANING - (219) 945-9520
Full-time professional window & gutter cleaning. FREE screen & sill
cleaning! Affordable. Check out my 5-Star Ratings & awards online or ask
your neighbors!

ProElite Window Cleaning « (800) 228-3928/(317) 727-2361 (cell)
Lakefront-Residential-Commercial - Free Estimates
Window Cleaning, Gutter Cleaning, Pressure Washing

HOME DETAILED CLEANING SERVICE.
Affordable, reliable, experienced. Flexible hours. We do routine cleaning,
deep cleaning, cleanouts. All supplies included. Call Valerie for free esti-
mate. (219) 229-0034

Haro’s House Cleaning: Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly,
One Time. Free estimate. Insured. (219) 249-2239,
haroshousecleaning08 @gmail.com

"""""""""" Kelly’s Cleaning Services LLC
Rentals « Residential + Commercial « Windows
Call (219) 229-3116 for your free quote today!

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIR-PLUMBING

H & H HOME REPAIR - skipnewman4444@yahoo.com
We specialize in: - Carpentry « Finished Basements » New Baths « Decks *
« Electrical + Plumbing « Flooring « Ceramic Tile » Drywall/Painting
» Power Washing. Jeffery Human, owner — (219) 861-1990.

HP Electric LLC
(219) 363-9069
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
Residential < Light Commercial - Whole House Rewires * New
Construction
Small Jobs — Big Jobs

Free Quotes

VISA/MC/AMEX

HANDYMEN AT YOUR SERVICE. We can do most anything. Serving
Northern Indiana since 1989. Call Finishing Touch, Inc. (219) 872-8817.

STANDRING ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION. Full roof projects only,
vinyl siding, soffits, fascia & gutters, vinyl replacement windows.
Fully insured. (630) 726-6466. Ask for Terry. 40+ yrs. experience.

LLOYD’S — DUNES SERVICES
Roofing « Painting « Tree Removal « Stump/brush removal
Gutter guards-cleaning * Power washing < Raking * All home repairs
Guaranteed work. 30+ years experience. Locally owned.
Fully Insured - (219) 229-9387

APPLIANCE REPAIR: CALL PAUL (219) 465-0267, (219) 785-4321
WASHERS - REFRIGERATORS - OVENS - DRYERS - DISHWASHERS
See me in the MC Yellow Pages. Say “I'm referred” after repair. $20 off.
Email callpaul4321@gmail.com for more details.

BILL SMART - (269) 231-0599
Carpenter « Electrician + Plumber « Painting & Tile + Renovation

SERRANO HANDYMAN SERVICE
» Snow removal * Power Washing « Window Cleaning « Gutter Cleaning *
Garage Organizer * Painting + And Much More « Free estimates. 20 years
exp. We are not the only ones, we’ve decided to be the best ones...
Recommendations available. Insured. Call (574) 855-0666

B&B Handyman Services
Brandon Beyer - (219) 243-3873
Fully Licensed and Bonded
Kitchens, bathrooms, drywall, flooring, roofing, painting, decking. Can do
anything. No job too big or too small!

KIP HOLLINGSHEAD
Get your winter projects done so you’re ready for summer!
*All your construction needs*
Licensed < Bonded - Insured « Contractor in your area.
Call: (219) 210-8499 - Email: kjh.5@sbcglobal.net

Interior & Exterior Repairs
Painting, staining, guaranteed roof repairs, deck & fence repairs.
30-years experience. Bob: (219) 400-0455
Text for fastest response

JEFFERY J. HUMAN INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING & STAINING
Custom Decorating - Custom Woodwork -
Hang/Finish Drywall - Wallpaper Removal
Insured. Ph. (219) 861-1990. Skipnewman4444@yahoo.com

DUNIVAN PAINTING & POWERWASHING
Interior/Exterior - Deck washing/staining + Drywall Patch & Repair
Local. Exp. Insured. Reasonable Rates. Call Brian at (219) 741-0481.

A&L PAINTING COMPANY — INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. Also Power Wash, Seal & Paint Decks.
10% off for 65 and older. Call (219) 778-4145

WAYNE’S PAINTING. Closed Until March 1.
Call (219) 363-7877.

C. MAJKOWSKI: Plastering & Drywall « Eifs « Stucco * Stone.
Commercial/residential. Chimney restoration. Licensed/bonded.
Call (219) 229-2352.

Bracken Painting: Residential & Commercial Painting and Staining,
power washing. Insured. Free Estimates. Call (219) 402-6389 or
email: bracken.paintinglic@gmail.com

HEALY’S LANDSCAPING
(219) 879-5150 - dhealy5150@gmail.com
218 Indiana 212, Michigan City, IN
Visit Healy’s Landscaping & Materials on Facebook
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RENT-A-MAN MAINTENANCE INC.
Power Washing (decks, houses, concrete) — gutters —
yard work — mulching — trim bushes — deck staining — moving/hauling
Serving your community since 2003.
Free estimates — insured, bonded, licensed
Call us at (219) 229-4474

Gutter cleaning, snow removal. Lawn mowing, yard work, mulching, weed-
ing, odd jobs! Call ABE at (219) 210-0064. Facebook.com/abeslawncare

CONSCIENTIOUS HOME & GARDEN
A service company for homeowners who seek help in
RESTORING, SUSTAINING &/or MANAGING
the beauty of their outdoor design.
Spring Summer Fall Schedules
FOR INQUIRIES / (219) 229-4542 /dawn@conscientioushomegarden.com

MOTA’S LAWN CARE LLC. - Full Landscape Services
Tree service. Fully Insured. (219) 871-9413 or
motaslawncarellc @gmail.com

MAINSTREET LANDSCAPE SERVICE
Spring Cleanup and Planting. Mowing, edging, trim, hedging, small
tree removal, mulch, weeding. Haul away debris. Power washing. Tine
dethatching. Spike aerating. Free estimates. Insured. (219) 336-4569,

______________ mainstreetlandscapeservice@gmail.com
EUSEBIO’S LANDSCAPING: Mowing, planting, mulch, weeding, tree
trimming/removal, leaf removal, flower beds, any yardwork. Free esti-

mates. Insured. (219) 229-2767

Avila’s Lawn Care - (219) 210-9752 - avilaslawncare16 @gmail.com
Mowing, mulching, trimming, cleanups, snow removal. Fully Insured.

Miller Pizza By the Beach, 1012 N. Karwick Road, is taking applica-
tions for employment. Apply within. No phone calls, please.

HELP WANTED ALL STAFF!
Fish Camp in the old Michigan City Yacht Club
Seeks dedicated full and part-time employees for re-opening in February,
as well as seasonal summer help. Chefs, line cooks, hostesses, serv-
ers, buss staff, dishwashers. Will train. Email letter of intent and resume
to FishcampMC@gmail.com

Lovable Siberian male/female pups: born 12/11/20.
Please call (219) 879-2364 if seriously interested.

Free cat available. Black male cat, 5 months old.
Call (219) 210-7015.

WANTED: | buy all types of antiques and collectibles, including toys,
advertising, military items and more. Call Matt at (219) 794-6500.

Wanted: Fishing tackle. Buying all kinds of fishing tackle. Tackle boxes,
lures, reels, misc. Call/text (219) 873-6568.

Stop 27 Rental available February-March 2021. 3BR/2.5BA. A/C,
WI/D, library, sunroom, fully furnished. $2,200/mo + utilities + deposit.
30-day minimum. No pets/smokers. View at bit.ly/lb_rental.
Email LBrental@snouffer.net

Room for rent (near Ames Field).
We prefer elderly tenants. Shared bedroom: $150/week.
Private room: $200/week. Rent includes:
+ room and board.
- all utilities, water, cable.
* most meals.

* on-site laundry facilities.
Common areas are shared with two other elderly people. $400 deposit
required. Must have good references. We will do a background check.

Call Sue at (219) 874-4891.

DARLING MICHIANA SHORES COTTAGE: 2BR/1.5BA, hot tub. $200/
night, Feb.-March, sec. dep., cleaning fee (2-night min.). Permit No.
2020-02. Email Jennifer.willey@hotmail.com

1BR apt. at the beach, 3BR home near beach, individual rooms for rent
in nice home. Available daily, weekly, monthly. Furnished.
Available Feb.-May. Call Barry Tharp at (312) 593-1861.

Greenwood Cemetery plots for sale. Northwest corner, Section C,
block 15, plots 1-6. Upon entrance to cemetery, turn left at circle, first left,
plots are in the section on the right. $1,500 per plot. If interested, call
(708) 269-9717.

LaPorte County Public Library

LaPorte County Public Library has updated its
curbside pickup service using meeScan.

New users can download the meeScan app through
options such as Apple and Google Play. Then, place
holds on items using a customer account. Once at the
library, check in using the app and clicking Pickup
from the bottom of the screen (or calling the library
location). An appointment no longer is needed. Add
the parking space on the app if picking up from the
main location. Enter information in the instructions
box if picking up holds placed on more than one ac-
count, or if needing additional assistance.

A staff member brings held items to the vehicle.
Customers using the app receive updates as their re-
quests are processed. Returns can be placed in book
drops and be checked in within 24 to 72 hours. At
this time, there is no limit to the number of items
customers can reserve and pick up during curbside.

Hours for locations in The Beacher’s readership
area include:

e Coolspring Branch: Monday/Wednesday/Friday,

10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

e Main Library: Tuesday/Thursday (10 a.m. to 6

p-m.) and Saturday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).

Check laportelibrary.org and follow social media
for updates.

LaPorte County Public Library is located at 904
Indiana Ave. The Coolspring Branch is located
at 6925 W. County Road 400 North. Visit www.
laportelibrary.org for more details.

Tree, Shrub Seedling Fundraiser

Orders are due by April 9 for Berrien Conserva-
tion District’s tree and shrub spring fundraiser.

Bare root seedlings of evergreens, deciduous
trees, shrubs and fruit trees are offered, along with
strawberry, rhubarb and asparagus plants. Rain
barrels and composters also are available. Quanti-
ties are limited.

Orders may be placed at www.berriencd.org.
Forms also may be printed from the website, or re-
quest one to be mailed by calling (269) 471-9111,
Ext. 3.

Beacher Delivery

Any time you do not receive your Beacher or
have issues with delivery, please contact us im-
mediately so we can take care of the problem.

You can reach us by phone at (219) 879-0088,
or visit www.thebeacher.com, then click the “de-
livery” link on the top black bar. From there, you
can let us know any issue or concerns.
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Off the Book Shelf

Blacktop Wasteland by S.A. Cosby (hardcover,
$26.99 retail in bookstores and online; also avail-
able as an eBook. 275 pages.)

“So why did he feel a flutter in his chest like a
hornet was trapped in his ribs? If he wasn’t like his
Daddy, why did he miss the life?”

This week, I turn to the seedier side of life and
the eternal question — can you outrun your past?
Beauregard (“Beau”) Montage is about to find out...

We’re in rural Virginia for a tale as gritty as the
two-lane blacktop roads Beauregard has traveled
all his life. He’s a black man married
to Kia, who works at Comfort Inn in
a nearby town. They have two young
sons — Javon and Darren.

Beau also has a teenage daughter,
Ariel, from a stupid hookup when he
was only 17 and fresh out of juvie.

Beauregard owns and operates
Montage Motors, an auto repair ga-
rage that has made him a decent liv-
ing until now, when the much-larger
Precision Auto moves into town and
puts a squeeze on his business —
like $19.99 for an oil change and tire
rotation. Hard to compete with those

prices...
Like his Daddy before him, Beau
was a ‘“wheelman” — the getaway

car driver for various criminals —
and he was the best in the business.
Back then, his nickname was “Bug.”
His proud possession is still a Duster his Daddy
gave him before he left for good, a car he refuses
to sell. Not a pretty car, but that souped up motor
could beat any police car...and that’s Beau’s biggest
problem — he’s a much-desired commodity in the
criminal world, and he just can’t forget the thrill of
it all, even though he keeps telling himself he’s not
like his Daddy.

Here’s the conundrum — Who is Beauregard
Montage? Family man and business owner? Or get-
away driver and criminal? Can he be both? We're
about to find out.

After taking part in an illegal street race with
his beloved Duster, Beau finds he was hustled. He
was counting on the $1,000 prize money to pay off
his overdue mortgage payment on the garage. Now
what? Beau left the criminal life behind, and yet, he
can’t help but wonder if he made the right decision.
Then, the letter comes about the overdue payment
for his mother at the nursing home. Yeah, the bills
just keep piling up...

Then, Ronnie Sessions shows up with a proposi-

by Sally Carpenter

tion that could take care of all of Beau’s problems.

Ronnie is a white boy with an arm full of Elvis
tattoos; always looking for the big job he thinks will
make him more than poor white trash.

Ronnie, however, is not the brightest bulb in the
pack. Beau’s past job with him ended up with a
dead horse and almost getting caught. Don’t ask.
Which means Ronnie is not Beau’s best friend, but
this time, he has an idea even Beau finds intrigu-
ing...

Seems the jewelry store where Ronnie’s girl-
friend works has received a large shipment of dia-
monds worth a small fortune. It could
be an easy hit and a really big profit
— around $90,000 each for Beau, Ron-
nie, his cousin Reggie and another guy
named Quan. Ronnie has a contact who
will fence the gems, making a quick
turnover to cash.

Like I said, this is mighty tempting
to Beau. It could solve all his money
problems. He agrees to be part of the
robbery, but Ronnie and the others
must do as he says. One thing about
Beau, he’s thorough and researches all
aspects of the hit beforehand.

All seems to go well...well, almost
all, but the deed is done and the mon-
ey divided up among the four of them.
End of story? Not by a long shot.

Lordy, Lordy, here comes the bad
part — those diamonds are owned by
a criminal nicknamed Lazy, who is any-
thing but, and he soon confronts Beau. How did
Lazy figure out who got away with the heist? Seems
the diamonds they stole were supposed to be used
to purchase some girls for his “business.” He’s not
happy. But all can be made right by doing a job for
him. All Beau and the others have to do is...well,
I’'m not going to give that up. Lazy says it should be
a piece of cake for such a talented crew as Beau and
his boys, but Beau knows his family is at risk if he
doesn’t help Lazy. What’s it gonna be?

Remember Newton’s third law: for every action,
there is an equal and opposite reaction? The con-
tradiction remains for who Beau is and who is still
Bug — a bitter lesson, indeed.

One thing’s for sure — you won’t know from page
to page what’s coming next, except that it will be
heartbreaking. Thing is, whatever the outcome,
Beauregard Montage is one character you will not
forget. I could hate Beau for the man he used to be,
but I have compassion for the man he’s trying hard
to be.

Till next time, happy reading!
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2411 St Lawrence Ave - Long Beach, IN 46360

LAPORTE PORTER MICHIGAN CITY
Sbr/5ba / $1,695,000 2br/2ba / $1,199,000 3br/2.1ba / $595,000
Will Schauble ¢ 312.860.4192 Blackburn/Lelek « 219.771.1928 Micky Gallas ¢ 219.861.6012
4717W150N.info 3001Duneland.info 1660N500.info

LAPORTE CHESTERTON LAPORTE
2br/2ba / $399,000 4br/2ba / $350,000 4br/2ba / $274,000
Karrie McCorkel » 219.898.1009 Mark Hull « 219.406.6090 Andrew Harrell « 312.998.9379
3002WPalmerAvenue.info 726SCalumetRoad.info 1504MichiganAvelP.info

PLYMOUTH MICHIGAN CITY MICHIGAN CITY

2br/1.1ba / $249,000 4br/11ba / $149,900 2br/1ba / $87,900
Lora Schmitt « 219.575.2412 Susie Jaskowiak ¢ 219.508.6690 Mike & Rudy Conner ¢ 219.898.0708

15596CookLake.info 308DetroitSt.info 1M1SWoodland.info

LUXURY : . .
Lrl) PORTFOLIO Stop looking, start finding® atproperties.com =R

INTERNATIONAL At World Properties Michigan, LLC / At World Properties Indiana, LLC, subsidiaries of At World Properties, LLC.
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MTM LONG BEACH
REALTY

100 years - we speak from experience.

SPRING MARKET IS COMING!

Contact us for more information about how you can
prepare your home for sale this spring!

Make The Move this new year!

2319 Florimond Drive, Long Beach

3 beds, 1.5 baths | $465,000
Sandy Rubenstein 219-448-0249
MNear Long Beach Country Club!

More Info: https://bit.ly/38T9rMd

1214 Lake Shore Dr, Michigan City
6 beds, 3.5 bath | $1,625,000
Doug Waters 219-872-1432
BEACHFRONT PROPERTY
More Info: https://bit.ly/3plPwLy

We have investment properties!

Call MTM Long Beach to hear about opportunities for you today!

1401 Lake Shore Drive | 219-874-52009. 3100 Lake Shore Drive | 219-872-1432
Followus! ¢ FiE %W ML @MTMRealty

www.makethemovegroup.com




